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RFTW Merchandise Special - Order by August 15! 

RFTW will be making a special run of merchandise from the 2002 Run. You must order by August 15. If you were 
unable to obtain merchandise such as t-shirts and participant patches during the Run, you can order them now, for a 
very limited time. Just print out the Merchandise Order Form from our website, and mail it in with a check or money 
order and we will make a special production run to fill these orders. Merchandise Form: 
http://www.rftw.org/Merchandise.htm 
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RFTW Southwest Reunion Planned  

Hope all is well! We are having the RFTW Reunion here in Prescott, Arizona this year! I would like you to help by 
letting everyone associated with RFTW know! It is October 10, 11, 12 at Watson Lake Recreational Area on Arizona 
Hwy 89 North. There will be a benefit run for Task Force Omega and lots of fun, etc. 

Camping is first-come, first-serve, and RC will have a block of rooms set aside (motel to be determined later.)  



RC needs to know how many will be "moteling it," and how many will be coming so Dick can do the food. You can 
RSVP to RC at: rcbharley@msn.com. If you have ??s please let RC know. 

Love ya !! - RC 
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Veterans Honored in Irish Memorial Day Ceremony 

The 2nd Annual Memorial Day service, organized by the Irish Veterans Memorial Project, took place at noon on May 
26, 2002, in St Mary's Church in Athlone, Ireland. 

Among those attending were veterans of the Gulf War, Vietnam, Korea, World War II and Cyprus. The service was 
also attended by the Mayor of Athlone, the US Defense Attache, and the Australian Ambassador.  

The Irish Veterans Memorial Project is a group, mostly of veterans, who served in various conflicts over the last 50 
years, and who have come together to establish a lasting and evolving legacy honoring those who served outside, 
though not excluding, the Irish Defense Forces. 

The Project is working to establish a full historical archive of the men and women who emigrated during the last one 
hundred years and who fought in foreign conflicts. Information on veterans who served before 1900 is also welcomed, 
as it gives a richer history to many a family tapestry. 

Declan Hughes is the project's coordinator. RFTW 1999 participants will fondly remember Declan, who went "All 
The Way" in remembrance of at least 21 Irish-born citizens who died in Vietnam. 

Declan and the Irish Memorial Project have made an enormous contribution to international awareness of issues 
surrounding the Vietnam War. Declan organized the historic Irish tour of the traveling 250-foot replica of the Vietnam 
Veterans Memorial in Washington, D.C. in 1999. The Wall was visited by thousands, and its display was accompanied 
by ceremonies and events honoring the many Irish citizens and thousands of Irish-Americans who served, as well as 
those who died in Vietnam. Through Declan's tireless efforts, the Wall brought its healing message to Ireland, and 
educated many people about the Vietnam War. 

In addition to being a good friend, always ready with a hug and a kind word of encouragement, Declan is a shrewd 
observer with a special gift for putting his impressions into words. He was kind enough to share his journal from 
RFTW 1999 on the Run For The Wall website, for all to enjoy. Click on the link for Declan Hughes' Journal 
Contribution. 

Declan has already made plans to go "All The Way" with RFTW in 2003! We're looking forward to it! 

To contact Declan: 

Declan Hughes 
Irish Veterans Memorial Project 
Capel Chambers, 119 Capel Street 
Dublin 1, Republic of Ireland 
e-mail: dectwth@eircom.net 
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Road Guard Captain Sends Thanks 

To All Who Served RFTW XIV: 

This was with out a doubt the best Run I have been privileged to be on, and I believe we accomplished our mission. I 
want to thank ALL of the leadership for their efforts. I want to extend a special Thank You to Nayber and Doorgunner 
for all that they did to make the Run successful. 

To the pacesetters who served so well, Thanks. Also I want to say Thank You to all of the Road Guards who gave 
unselfishly of themselves to serve the Run. Your efforts were appreciated by ALL. It was a privilege to serve with all 
of you, and I look forward to seeing each of you next year. 

Again, THANK YOU! 

- Mark (Straight Arrow) Rittermeyer 
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Rainelle School Sends Thanks For RFTW Support 

Dear RFTW, 

I just wanted to share with all the great people at RFTW that today is the first day for Energy Express, our summer 
reading program at Rainelle Elementary. I wanted to thank all the members of your organization for the kind 
donations that were given to our school. Without the kindness and generosity of the members of RFTW, we could not 
have had this summer reading program for 40 kids in the Rainelle area. 

Please pass my thanks on to all of the great guys and ladies who made the trip this year. You are always welcome here 
at Rainelle. I am looking forward to seeing you again soon. 

John W. Lewis 
Principal  
Rainelle Elementary School  
701 Kanawha Avenue  
Rainelle, WV 25962  
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Mom McNally Sends Love 

Editor's Note: This message was forwarded to us by Mary "Bumps" 
McNally, by her mom, Theresa "Mickey Finn" McNally, a WWII Veteran, 
who attended the Rolling Thunder weekend with RFTW. Dear Mary 
(Bumps...) 

I am writing this to you so that you can, if you will, send it to all my biker 



darlings to express my appreciation for the wonderful care and consideration and happiness they gave to me during the 
past several weeks....love, Mother 

To my newly adopted son and daughters...... 

Now that the fantasy trip of 2002 to the WALL is over and I am back to being Cinderella, I must express to you all, 
ALL....how honored and how thrilled I was during all the fantastic events during May. You have all gone out of your 
separate ways to make me feel welcome and loved and what is more important, WANTED. 

We have all experienced joy and laughter during our rides together, and tears and prayers at the wall in the solitude of 
the midnight moon. 

These are emotions I shall never forget and I will always feel a deep bond for all of you. My one regret is that I was 
not able to spend as much time with each and every one of you as I would have liked to do, but rest assured,...I 
SHALL NEVER FORGET YOU nor the reason we all assembled. 

My prayers for each and every one of you, and my thanks to all of your 
mothers and fathers who raised such wonderful sons and daughters. 
They should be very proud of you all....I know that I am and the friends 
who are looking down on you are, too, and they are smiling. 

God's love to all of you, and until we meet again, may HE hold you in 
the palm of His hand......with love and respect... 

- Mickey Finn (Teresa McNally) 

Theresa "Mickey Finn" McNally rides with Butcherman from Arlington 
Cemetery to lunch at D.C. Ramblers Clubhouse. Recon Don (Southern Route Road Guard Captain) watches as 
Mickey McNally (left), 80, greets Georgie Carter Krell, national president of American Gold Star Mothers. McNally 
rode with her daughter in Rolling Thunder, May 26, 2002. McNally said her grandson, Timothy S. McNally, is serving 
in the Army in Germany. "He's a specialist and he's very special."  

Photo By Linda D. Kozaryn, American Forces Press Service 
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POW-MIA Bracelets 

Editor's Note: In 1970, three college students began making bracelets to remember servicemen missing or imprisoned 
in Southeast Asia. Thirty years later, U.S. soldiers are still missing and Americans continue to wear the bracelets. 
Recently, several people who've seen my POW-MIA bracelets have asked me what they should do with a bracelet 
they've had for many years. Since POW-MIA awareness and a full accounting for ALL Americans missing or 
unaccounted for in ALL wars is part of the RFTW Mission, here are a few answers. 

Q. How can I find out if the person on my bracelet ever came home? 
A. There are a number of places where you can check on the status of POW-MIAs from the Vietnam War. Here are 
two: 
1. Task Force Omega's website includes an index of profiles and photos of all POW-MIAs from the Vietnam War, 
with the status of each. http://www.taskforceomegainc.org 
2. Advocacy Intelligence Index has links to Defense Department sites where you can check on the status of POW-



MIAs, KIAs, and returned POWs for all conflicts since WWII. http://www.aiipowmia.com  

Q. Should I return a bracelet to the family? When is the right time?  
A. Return a bracelet ONLY if your POW-MIA has been accounted for. If the name on your bracelet is still listed as 
POW, MIA, KIA/BNR (Body not Recovered), or PFOD (Presumptive Finding of Death,) you should NOT return it to 
the family. Remember that although all POW-MIAs have been "declared dead" by our government, not all of them are 
home yet. The meaning of the bracelet you have is that you will remember that POW-MIA until they are home, dead 
or alive.  
We suggest that you continue to wear your bracelet for however many days, years or, God forbid, decades it takes - 
until your POW-MIA is accounted for. Broken or worn bracelets can be left at The Wall or a Memorial when replaced 
with a new one. A note and a POW-MIA flag or sticker left with the bracelet can help raise awareness of the POW-
MIA issue. 

Q. How do I return a bracelet to a POW who returned alive, or the family of a POW-MIA whose remains have been 
recovered? 
A. To return a POW/MIA bracelet to a POW who returned alive; or to write to the family of someone who is 
POW/MIA, send your letter/bracelet in a properly stamped envelope to the appropriate branch of service with a cover 
letter from you asking them to forward your letter to (give the person's name) or to the family of (give the person's 
name). Because of the privacy act, the government Casualty Officers are unable to give out the addresses. However, 
they are more than willing to forward mail upon request.  

Here are the addresses to contact Casualty Officers: 

ARMY  
Lt. Col. Suzanne Walker, USA 
HQDA (TAPC-PER) 
2461 Eisenhower Avenue 
Alexandria, VA 22331-0482 
Washington, DC 20370-5640 
800+892-2490 or metro area: 703+325-5305 
FAX: 703+325-1808 
 
NAVY 
Mr. John W. McConnaha 
NPC-621 P 
Casualty Assistance Branch 
5720 Integrity Drive 
Millington, TN 38055-6210 
800+443-9298 
Fax: 901+874-6654 
 
MARINE CORPS 
Major Mark Ward 
ATTN: Ann Hammers 
HQ USMC (MRC) 
Personal and Family Readiness Division 
3280 Russell Road 
Quantico, VA 22134-5103 
800+847-1597 
FAX: 703+696-2072 
 
AIR FORCE 



Capt. Kevin O'Meara 
AFMPC/DPWCM 
550 C Street West, Suite 14 
Randolph AFB, TX 78150-4717 
Washington, DC 20380-0001 
800+531-5501 or in TX: 800+292-5642 
FAX: 210+652-3805 
 
CIVILIANS 
Mr. Michael Beatty 
Department of State, Office of American Citizens Services and CM 
CA/OCS/ACS/EAP 
Washington, DC 20520 
202+736-4988 
FAX: 202+647-2835 
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Sherelle Walker Miss Young Golden Eagle "Walks With Warriors" Princess Begins Journey 

Sherelle Walker has a BIG HEART and shows her love for all Veterans, from the Navajo 
Code Talker of WWII to her brother-in-law currently serving in the Armed Forces. This 
young lady has captured the hearts of many within our Run For The Wall "family". 

Sherelle, who is the Navajo Nation's Miss Young Golden Eagle and Walks With Warriors 
Princess, performed her native sign-language prayer for RFTW's warriors at the 2001 and 
2002 RFTW dinners in Gallup, NM and brought tears to the eyes of many burly and 
tough Vietnam Veterans. 

Sherelle has dedicated this summer to make a "Walk To The Wall," all the way across the 
country in recognition of the 20th Anniversary of the Vietnam Veterans Memorial and to 
honor all the veterans of foreign wars. She will make this journey across America in 
honor of our beloved KIA's, MIA's, and POW's. She wants to raise her cry to impress 
upon the government the needs of the veterans. She wants to remind the government that 
the veterans were there when they were called to service and how the veterans deserve 

more than is currently being done to aid and assist them.  

Sherelle's Walk began on June 28, 2002 with a Pow-Wow and Sweat accompanied by NAC Ceremonies at the old 
Fort MacArthur Naval Base. On Sunday, June 30, about 20 folks from RFTW and the local Harley Owners Group, 
organized by Joe Kosoglow and Dave Karadeema, took Sherelle and her family to lunch in San Pedro, and raised 
some money to help support her Walk. 

A Press Conference and National Broadcast was held at 8:00 am on Monday, July 1st, 2002. At 1:00 pm the "Walk" 
began with a parade in downtown San Pedro and Long Beach, CA. The Mayor of Los Angeles, California Senators, 
Veterans and Celebrities participated to send her off on a successful walk across America! 

SHERELLE'S ITINERARY: 
July 1  -  San Pedro, CA 
July 2  -  Venice Beach, CA 
July 3  -  Corona, CA 1-91 & 1-15 Intersection 



July 4  -  Cajon, CA 1-15 & Hwy 138 Intersection 
July 5-6  -  Barstow, CA 
July 12-14  -  Kingman, AZ 
July 18-22  -  Flagstaff, AZ 
July 28-30  -  Window Rock, AZ 
July 30-Aug 4  -  Gallup, NM 
Aug 8-12  -  Albuquerque, NM 
Aug 17-19  -  Tucumcari, NM 
Aug 22-24  -  Amarillo, TX 
Aug 27  -  Sayre, Ok 
Aug 28-30  -  Clinton, Ok 
Sept 1-4  -  El Reno, Ok 
Sept 6-11  -  Shawnee, OK 
Sept 13-15  -  Muskogee, Ok 
Sept 17-20  -  Fort Smith, AR 
Sept 24-26  -  Little Rock, AR 
Sept 29-Oct 1  -  Memphis, TN 
Oct 6-11  -  Knoxville, TN 
Oct 22-25  -  Ashville, NC 
Oct 29-30  -  Greensboro, NC 
Oct 31-Nov 1  -  Durham, NC 
Nov 5-7  -  Richmond, VA 
Nov 10-11  -  Washington, DC 
Thanksgiving Day New York City -  Macy's Day parade 

Sherelle feels a strong personal connection to September 11, 2001. She turned 17 years old on that sad day for 
Americans. On her birthday 2002, she will attend a press conference in regards to the September 11 tragedy. She will 
present former New York City Mayor Rudolph Giuliani with a special gift from her and donations that she collects 
from the walk. 

If you are interested in donating to help Sherelle with her Walk, your contributions may be sent to: 

Sherelle Walker - Walk For The Wall 
P O Box 4923 
Gallup, New Mexico 87305 
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Feedback from RFTW XIV Central Route 

Milo - 

I wanted to tell you what a great experience I had doing the "Run For the Wall" in 2002. From the moment I registered 
in Ontario until the arrival at the Wall and the great experience of Rolling Thunder eliminated any doubts I may have 
had doing this ride. It was such an emotional high for me. I was in Vietnam in 1966 and have never seen the names of 
my friends that died there till now. I left the wall feeling like a heavy burden had been lifted from my shoulders. There 
are so many memories from this ride:  

A wonderful and warm greeting (Welcome Home) from Sizzmo. She just set the stage for this great mission.  
An enthusiastic Jackie McKinney. I'll never forget him standing on the side of the road clapping his hands.  



The great job the Road Guards did managing several hundred people and all the traffic.  
The "energy" and "positive" attitudes from all the Vets and supporters.  
The warm greetings from every town we went to, especially Navajo Country.  
The great food and "lots of it".  
To see the Wall for the first time was very overwhelming and very emotional for me.  

The enthusiasm of the people of DC and every other town gave me goose bumps on many occasions. 

I could probably go on forever about this mission, however, I plan to continue the memories next year. 

Now that I have passed the "FNG", my friends and I will be a "participant" or "all the way" for the next several years. 

I would like to thank you and your great staff for providing a safe and enthusiastic journey. I would also like to thank 
everyone that made the "Run For The Wall" mission as great as it is. 

- Joe Kosoglow, Vietnam Vet 

Hi Milo, 

I would just like to thank you for the 2nd time for leading us to DC and allowing all of us on the mission to think, heal 
and remind us of the where we have been in the past and how to deal with what we faced as young Americans that so 
proudly defended, with are lives, what we believed in. 

I've wondered for two years now how you could take a bunch of physically burned out Vets and through our minds 
revitalize us to make the, in my case, six thousand mile trip from Ontario to DC and back to San Diego. I was 
fortunate to be able to return to California with FNG Howard Watanabe from Hawaii (boss hog trike), FNG Rudy 
Torres from San Jose and FNG Jose Vargas from Albuquerque. We formed a bond that will last for many years to 
come. 

Hopefully you'll see all of us again next year. Thanks again Milo. 

- Greg Riolo Chula Vista, CA 
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Biscuit Boy Rocks! 

The RFTW "family" would not be complete without 13-year old Kyle "Biscuit Boy" LaFrenier and his family. The 
LaFrenier family have been involved with RFTW since 1999, when Kyle and his dad's Army unit from Fort Riley, 
Kansas, served breakfast in Salina. 

This year, the family was on hand to meet the Run as we pulled in for lunch in Colorado Springs, CO, and RFTW 
Chaplain RC Busha took Kyle as his passenger on his motorcycle from Colorado Springs to Limon, where his mom 
and sister joined us for the trip to Hugo, and that great dinner at VFW Post 6612. 

Kyle is actively involved in the Boy Scouts, and really puts his heart into serving others. 

In June, when fires raged out of control in Colorado, the Salvation Army called for donations of bottled water, sports 
drinks, snack bars, chapstick, toothbrushes, and other personal items which were desperately needed by fire fighters on 
the fire lines. 



Kyle and his friend Jeff from Scout Troop 27 took up the cause, placing donation boxes at local stores, and appearing 
in their Boy Scout uniforms on the evening news on their local TV station to ask for donations. In just 2 days, they 
collected over $5,000.00 worth of items for the fire fighters. WAY TO GO, KYLE! 

You can visit Kyle's website at: www.geocities.com/kyle_laf/biscuitboy.html  

To see photos from RFTW and Kyle's project, click on the link in the upper right corner for "Photo Album."  
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Lost & Found... And Lessons Learned 

Skeeter "papaskeeter" and Barb "mamaskeeter" Mason lost some personal items during RFTW, and are asking for 
everyone's help in recovering it.  

In Salina, Kansas, the Skeeters, having packed too much stuff on their scoot, placed several bags in a 4-wheeler, the 
drivers of which they did not know. They assumed that the items would be waiting for them at the evening stop, and 
you know what happens when folks assume.... 

Turns out that this particular 4-wheeler might not even have been part of RFTW - it was certainly not an official chase 
truck - and Skeeter's stuff hasn't been seen since. (FNG's take note: Don't bring what you can't carry on your own 
scoot, and never place anything that you'd like to see again in a stranger's vehicle!) 

The vehicle into which Skeeter placed his stuff MAY have been driven by a friend or family member of a thin 
Vietnam vet, with dark hair, beard and glasses, who walked with a cane, and rode a white Harley. He MAY have 
signed in at Limon, CO.  

The truck that took Skeeter's stuff was a black or very dark-colored full-sized SUV or pickup with camper shell, 
towing a large, enclosed white "Wells Cargo"-style utility trailer (the truck & trailer can be seen in the background in a 
picture posted at: http://www.moramn.com/trailer.html. 

Among the Skeeters' luggage was a pink beach bag, a black back pack and a small black leather carrying suitcase, an 
Epson 750 digital camera, some medication, prescription glasses and clothes. 

If anyone out there has Skeeter's stuff, or knows who might have it, please, PLEASE contact: 

Skeeter and Barb Mason skeetermason@moramn.com 
(612) 390-9638 or (320) 679-4419 

Other than the loss of his stuff, Skeeter says the Run far exceeded what he ever would have imaged, and he is very 
glad he did not just turn around after the second or third day because he lost his gear. Skeeter says: 

"Everyone who I had contact with that was on the RFTW before just kept giving me more and more support to 
continue with the journey, that the mission is only partly finished and even when we do get to the Wall it is the first 
step in my journey to keep the fire burning for all those that have not yet stepped foot on their home soil. 

"Each journey starts with the first step, without that you never begin the journey. Just as babes starting to learn to 
walk, it is one step at a time, but also the parents are right there to lend a helping hand when ever they start to falter. 
That is the way I see this run. For us the parents were the ones who have been there before us and was able to lend a 
comforting hand when ever we started to falter. 



"Thanks to everyone that was there for us in our journey. There is power in numbers, as one person just can not do this 
alone. One person cannot keep the fire burning alone. I will continue with the RFTW as long as I can, as I know what 
it is like to be alone. 

"Never Again Do I Have To Feel Alone" 
"Together in Brother and Sisterhood until we meet again" 

- Papaskeeter and Mamaskeeter  
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Author Seeking Vets' Stories 

ALL VETERANS OF ALL WARS!! at l 

Debbie McCabe is writing a book with the theme "when all seemed lost, someone appeared." Moments of rescue, 
reinforcement support, comfort or aid to wounded, sounds that gave reassurance (planes, ships' guns, etc.), comrades 
or friends who stood by you no matter how tough the situation, etc. You may not know their names, you might not 
have even seen their faces; but this book will give you a chance to express your gratitude to those you have never 
forgotten---it will mean a lot to you, and it will mean a lot them! ALL wars, ALL branches, ALL specialties; the 
events don't have to be combat-related, just to have taken place during a period of war. Debbie is looking forward to 
hearing from you! 

Contact:  
Debbie McCabe 
0245 Kempwood Dr. E, Box 147 
Houston, TX 77043  
Email: MAVSnews@aol.com 

From Northwest Vets Newsletter: http://members.aol.com/~bear317/nwvets.htm 
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Statistics On The Vietnam War 

Finally, some documentation to refute the misinformation and myths on who served in Vietnam.  

Official Campaigns of the War in Vietnam (Time of service 15MAR1962 - 28MAR1973) 
1. Vietnam Advisory Campaign (15 MAR 1962 - 07 MAR 1965) 
2. Vietnam Defense Campaign (08 MAR 1965 - 24 DEC 1965) 
3. Vietnamese Counter-offensive Campaign (25 DEC 1965 - 30 JUN 1966) 
4. Vietnamese Counter-offensive Phase II (01 JUL 1966 - 31 MAY 1967) 
5. Vietnamese Counter-offensive Phase III (01 JUN 1967 - 29 JAN 1968) 
6. Tet Counteroffensive (30 JAN 1968 - 01 APR 1968) 
7. Vietnamese Counter-offensive Phase IV (02 APR 1968 - 30 JUN 1968) 
8. Vietnamese Counter-offensive Phase V (01 JUL 1968 - 01 NOV 1968) 
9. Vietnamese Counter-offensive Phase VI (02 NOV 1968 - 22 February 1969) 
10. Tet 69/Counteroffensive (23 February 1969 - 08 JUN 1969) 



11. Vietnam Summer-Fall 1969 (09 JUN 1969 - 31 OCT 1969) 
12. Vietnam Winter-Spring 1970 (01 NOV 1969 - 30 APR 1970) 
13. Sanctuary Counter-offensive (01 MAY 1970 - 30 JUN 1970) 
14. Vietnamese Counter-offensive Phase VII (01 JUL 1970 - 30 JUN 1971) 
15. Consolidation I (01 JUL 1971 - 30 NOV 1971) 
16. Consolidation II (01 DEC 1971 - 29 MAR 1972) 
17. Vietnam Ceasefire Campaign (30 MAR 1972 - 28 MAR 1973)  
 
IN UNIFORM AND IN COUNTRY 
* Vietnam Veterans: 9.7% of their generation.  
* 9,087,000 military personnel served on active duty during the Vietnam era (AUG 5, 1964 - MAY 7, 1975).  
* 8,744,000 GIs were on active duty during the war (AUG 5, 1964 - MAR 28, 1973).  
* 3,403,100 (including 514,300 offshore) personnel served in the Southeast Asia Theater (Vietnam, Laos, Cambodia, 
flight crews based in Thailand, and sailors in adjacent South China Sea waters). 2,594,000 personnel served within the 
borders of South Vietnam (JAN 1, 1965 - MAR 28, 1973).  
* Another 50,000 men served in Vietnam between 1960 and 1964.  
* Of the 2,6 million, between 1 - 1,6 million (40 - 60%) either fought in combat, provided close 
support or were at least fairly regularly exposed to enemy attack.  
* 7,484 women (6,250 or 83.5% were nurses) served in Vietnam.  
* Peak troop strength in Vietnam: 543,482 (APR 30, 1969).  
 
CASUALTIES 
* Hostile deaths: 47,359.  
* Non-hostile deaths: 10,797.  
* Total: 58,202 (includes men formerly classified as MIA and Mayaguez casualties). Men who have subsequently died 
of wounds account for the changing total.  
* 8 nurses died - 1 was KIA.  
* Married men killed: 17,539.  
* 61% of the men killed were 21 or younger.  
* Highest state death rate: West Virginia - 84.1% (national average 58.9% for every 100,000 males in 1970).  
* Wounded: 303,704 (153,329 hospitalized + 150,375 injured requiring no hospital care).  
* Severely disabled: 75,000--23,214 100% disabled; 5,283 lost limbs; 1,081 sustained multiple amputations. 
Amputation or crippling wounds to the lower extremities were 300% higher than in WWII and 70% higher than in 
Korea. Multiple amputations occurred at the rate of 18.4% compared to 5.7% in WWII 
* Missing in Action: 2,338.  
* POWs: 766 (114 died in captivity).  
 
DRAFTEES AND VOLUNTEERS 
* 25% of the total forces in country were draftees 648,500 as opposed to 66% of the ones in WWII.  
* Draftees accounted for 30.4% (17,725) of combat deaths in Vietnam.  
* Reservists killed: 5,977.  
* National Guard: 6,140 served; 101 died.  
* Total draftees (1965-73): 1,728,344.  
* Actually served in Vietnam: 38%.  
* Marine Corps draft: 42,633.  
* Last man drafted: 30 JUN 1973  
 
RACE AND ETHNIC BACKGROUND 
* 88.4% of the men who actually served in Vietnam were Caucasian, 10.6% (275,000) were black; 1% listed as others. 
 
* 86.3% of the men who died in Vietnam were Caucasian (includes Hispanics); 12.5% (7,241) were black; 1.2% 
belonged to other races.  
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* 170,000 Hispanics served in Vietnam; 3,070 (5.2% of total) died there.  
* 86.8% of the men who were killed as a result of hostile action were Caucasian; 12.1% (5,711)were black; 1.1% 
belonged to other races  
* 14.6% (1.530) of non-combat deaths were among blacks.  
* 34% of blacks who enlisted volunteered for the combat arms.  
* Overall, blacks suffered 12.5% of the deaths in Vietnam at a time when the percentage of blacks of military age was 
13.5% of the total population.  
* Religion of Dead: Protestant--64.4%; Catholic--28.9%; other/none--6.7%.  
 
SOCIO-ECONOMIC STATUS 
* 76% of the men sent to Vietnam were from lower middle/ working class backgrounds.  
* Three-fourths had family incomes above the poverty level; 50% were from middle income backgrounds.  
* Some 23% of Vietnam vets had fathers with professional, managerial or technical occupations.  
* 79% of the men who served in Vietnam had a high school education or better when they entered the military service. 
(63% of Korean War vets and only 45% of WWII vets had completed high school upon separation). 
* Deaths by region per 100,000 of population: South-31, West-29.9; Midwest-28.4; Northeast-23.5 
 
WINNING & LOSING 
* 82% of veterans who saw heavy combat strongly believe the war was lost because of lack of political will. 
* Nearly 75% of the public agrees it was a failure of political will, not of arms.  
 
HONORABLE SERVICE 
* 97% of Vietnam-era veterans were honorably discharged.  
* 91% of actual Vietnam War veterans and 90% of those who saw heavy combat are proud to have served their 
country.  
* 66% of Vietnam vets say they would serve again if called upon.  
* 87% of the public now holds Vietnam veterans in high esteem.  


