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THE EDITOR’S NOTES    
 

There is a very disturbing trend emerging as a result of the Stolen Valor act being 

weakened. Many veterans are so upset about the people who wear medals and ribbons 

they never earned and pretending to be war heroes that they are beginning to take matters 

into their own hands since our laws no longer address this issue adequately. 

 

Stories are surfacing of legitimate veterans being accused of being phonies, and in fact 

there is one case of a police officer accusing a true veteran of being a phony.  



 

This is a dangerous trend because no one can know for sure if the person they are accusing is truly a poser, 

without more investigation. And imagine the hurt that is being inflicted on a veteran wrongly accused. 

 

Be sure to read the story in this issue of two veterans who were accused of being phonies. And if you are 

ever tempted to accuse someone of being a poser, please remember the emotional damage you will bring to 

that person if you‘re wrong. 

 

Also of interest in this issue is the report of college students who invented an app for PTSD. This looks like 

it could be a major breakthrough in help available for servicepersons suffering from PTSD. 

 

This is the issue that contains all the info you‘ll need to prepare for the Run in May. FNGs particularly will 

find the info very helpful in understanding why and how we ride. 

 

Judy ―Velcro‖ Lacey   

 

Freedom is never free. It is paid for with the blood of the brave.  It 

is paid for with the tears of their loved ones. It is up to us to 

preserve and defend that which they have paid so dearly for.   

 

 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE   
 

Greetings RFTW! 

 

I hope you all had a joyous holiday season and your New Year is 

starting off great! 

 

As most of you know, all plans for RFTW 2016 are well down the 

action path. Registration is open, hotels are set, fuel stops identified, 

leadership teams are being fine-tuned, and all over the country the 

RFTW Family is making plans to participate in some if not all of 

the activities. The Route Coordinators have been working diligently 

with their teams to create the best Mission-focused routes and supporting activities for several months, but 

now is when the old adage ―the devil is in the details‖ comes into play! 

 

A key part of each Route is the State Coordinator for each state. These are the key contact points for every 

fuel stop, lunch, breakfast, supper, school visit, memorial and hospital visitation, camping resource, hotel 

room block, and a myriad of other details. Their work for the next Run begins as we go through their area 

of responsibility the current year. Always keep in mind that they, like the rest of the leadership, are 

volunteers. We all do our best, but since nothing in life is always perfect, there are bound to be hiccups. 

Also keep in mind that when we arrive at a location we are not ―business as usual‖ for many spots. When 

you are standing in line at some hotel, tired and ready for a hot shower after a long day on the Run and the 

line doesn‘t seem to move—just take a breath. Imagine if YOU were at work and (even though you knew 

they were coming) 200+ people showed up at your counter and all wanted service at the same time. 

 

As we all begin preparations for May, it would behoove us to remember the reason we ride: The Mission. 

We are all ambassadors of not only ourselves and RFTW, but most importantly the message of Why We 



Ride. The message that there are those that did not come home.  The message that there are Those We Do 

Not Forget. 

 

Ride Safe! 

Greg ―Pied Piper (sometimes Yoda)‖ 

President 2015-2016 RFTW, Inc. 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________   

 

 

► RFTW 2016 
 

2016 SHIRT 

 

Long-sleeved is $25; short-sleeved is $25. Order at the Store on the RFTW website. 

http://rftw.org/store/shopdisplayproducts.asp?id=1&cat=Clothing 

 

  
 

 

2016 REGISTRATION STATS 

John ―Wicked‖ McKee 

Director of Risk Management 

 

Currently, pre-registration is running ahead of 2015. These are the 2016 registrations as of January 5: 

 

 Total Start in Ontario Total FNGs 

Central Route 82 66 21 

Midway Route 62 57 4 

Southern Route 114 87 34 

 

http://rftw.org/store/shopdisplayproducts.asp?id=1&cat=Clothing


 

NEWS FROM CENTRAL ROUTE COORDINATOR: 

 

We are finally in the year of Run For The Wall XXVIII. Only four months to go. I 

hope this finds all of you happy, healthy, and rarin‘ to go! 

 

First of all, I want to thank those who responded to my appeal for someone to lead 

our Trike Platoon. I received a number of applications from people willing to step 

up, any one of whom would have been an excellent choice. I‘m pleased to 

announce that Bob Rasmusson will be leading the 10
th

 Platoon this year. Bob has 

extensive riding experience and has ridden on both the Central and Midway 

Routes. He has selected his Assistant Platoon Leader and Tail Gunners, giving us a 

strong, well-qualified team to lead the Trikes. 

 

I had hoped to have the Hotel List published on this site on the 1
st
 of January, but there was a minor 

problem with getting the reservation information for the Ontario, CA, hotels. From what I was told, there 

was a problem with the original contract and it had to be rewritten and re-signed. But the hotel list is now 

posted, so make your reservations ASAP. 

 

There are still openings for experienced riders (no FNGs, please) on some of our support teams, such as 

Fuel, Staging, Registration and Ambassadors. The Team Leaders are listed on the Contacts List… if you‘d 

like to participate and ―give something back,‖ I urge you to contact these folks and volunteer your services. 

 

How Do We Get Gas? 

 

For those of you who will be new to Run For The Wall this year, the process of refueling our motorcycles 

is something to behold. Before the ―Pack‖ ever arrives, our Fuel Team takes over the gas station and mans 

the pumps. As the ―Pack‖ comes in, riders are directed to the pumps two-by-two. Have your road pegs up 

before approaching the pumps! (they‘re hard on the Fuel Team‘s shins). When you get to the pump, shut 

off your engine and remove your gas cap. A Fuel Team member will hand the hose to the inside rider, who 

will fill his tank.  That rider will then pass the hose to the outside rider next to him… the pump will NOT 

be reset. The Fuel Team will keep track of how much gas is dispensed to each rider and will ask for that 

amount, rounded up to the next whole dollar. For example, if you pump $8.35 worth of gas, you will be 

asked for $9.00 (the overage goes to pay for fuel for the Chase Vehicles).  Be sure you have the correct 

amount readily available… the Fuel Team DOES NOT GIVE CHANGE. If you‘re asked for $9.00, and all 

you have is a $20 bill, you just made an $11.00 donation to our Chase Vehicles. 

 

Once the rider has paid, he pulls out and another bike is directed into that space at the pump.  The rider who 

is pumping his gas will then hand the hose to the new rider, pay for his gas, and then pull out, making room 

for yet another rider, and the process continues.  When you pull away from the pump, do so very slowly… 

there will be many bikes moving at once.  Look for the Road Guards, who will be directing you where to 

go, and take it slow and easy.  You will be passed to a succession of Road Guards and Staging Team 

members until you reach your Platoon staging point.  The refueling process is perhaps the most hazardous 

evolution that takes place on the Run, and it‘s critical that everyone follows directions immediately, and 

without question, keeping your head ―on a swivel‖ at all times. 

 



Many experienced RFTW riders make up packets of bills to pay for gas before the Run ever starts, and 

have them ready for the gas stops each day. Packets containing a $10 bill, a $5 bill, and four $1 bills, 

secured with a paper clip, will ensure that you have the correct change to pay for any amount up to $19.00. 

 

We‘re getting closer to the Run, and the preparations are continuing in earnest. We have a lot of great folks 

working tirelessly to make sure this year‘s Run comes off without a hitch. We‘ll be putting more updates 

on this site to keep you informed as we close in on May 18th. Be well, and ride safe. 

 

With deepest respect, 

Dave ―Papa Smurf‖ Klemme 

―Freedom Isn‘t Free‖ 

 

 

NEWS FROM MIDWAY ROUTE COORDINATOR: 

 

HAPPY NEW YEAR! Here‘s hoping that all of you are snuggled up 

with someone special as we bring in another new year!   

 

The Hotel List has not been posted yet. We (all three Route 

Coordinators) are waiting for the list to be complete as opposed to 

posting a partial list. We will get the hotel list on this site as soon as possible. 

 

Speaking about the hotels, upon return from my mini-vacation, I was met with a barrage of emails from the 

Board of Directors, the other Route Coordinators, etc., regarding the actions of some folks trying to make 

hotel reservations in Ontario, CA. As has been explained to most of you on the Midway Route, I 

intentionally left Ontario, CA off the previous hotel list because those arrangements had not been finalized. 

Well, apparently a handful (I am told about a dozen) of RFTW Leadership (and I am sure that none of them 

were from the Midway Route) have been calling the Ontario hotel and ―demanding‖ that the hotel take 

their reservation for May 2016! I am told that the callers were rude and sometimes belligerent! As I said 

earlier, I am sure that none of the Leadership personnel from this route were involved, but it was suggested 

that I remind all of you that we are ALL Ambassadors for Run For The Wall. It takes countless man-hours 

to develop a good rapport with some of our associates. All it takes is a couple of minutes of bad behavior to 

ruin all that good will. Everyone, please be courteous at all times, even when things are not going as 

smoothly as they should. And rest assured, I will let you know of all new developments as soon as possible. 

If you have questions or a problem, call, email, text me. That is what I am here for; I will be your problem 

solver! 

 

Safety Tip - Leave Enough Space! One of the biggest mistakes drivers and motorcycle riders make is not 

leaving enough stopping distance for bikes. While it‘s true that since bikes are smaller and lighter than cars, 

they need less space to stop and maneuver, they still need more than you might think. 

 

Anti-lock brakes are still relatively new on many bikes, and older models don‘t have them. That means that 

bikers can‘t just slam on the brakes like a driver can. The bike wheels would lock up, you‘d lose control, 

the bike would drop and you would go for an asphalt slide. Practice stops on your bike in a safe 

environment and know how much space you need. Then, make sure you give yourself that much space in 

traffic. Leave a generous following distance between your bike and the vehicle in front of you, and try to 

keep an escape route open to the side (onto the road shoulder, for example) if you can‘t stop in time. 

 



Daryl ―Top‖ Neil 

―Service Before Self" 

 

 

NEWS FROM SOUTHERN ROUTE COORDINATOR: 

 

Hey folks, it is January and we are getting closer to the Run For The Wall 

XXVIII. As a lot of you guys know, know I am Joe ―Chicken Joe‖ Connors, the 

2016 Southern Route Coordinator.  We have put together a great team to help us 

get across these United States. First, I have selected Ray ―Ghost Rider‖ Wyatt as 

the Assistant Route Coordinator. He joined RFTW the same year I did in 2007. 

He rode with me in 7th Platoon when I was the Platoon Leader and he has been 

the Road Guard Captain for 2014 and 2015. Along with him we have chosen Lisa 

―Chrome‖ Russell as our Road Guard Captain. She joined RFTW in 2008. I have 

known Chrome for many years and we have ridden all over this country together. 

We have also chosen Jim ―Tail Light‖ Drieth as the Advance Team Leader. He 

also has been part of the Run for many years. Our Chaplain Corps Senior 

Chaplain is Gary ―Shepherd‖ Burd. I have known Shepherd for many years and have ridden with him for 

many of those years. Next come the 9 Platoon Leaders. I know each and every one of them and have total 

confidence in their abilities to lead they are a great bunch of folks. There are many more in leadership that I 

have known for some time that are putting this mission together. As a matter of fact there are more than 

159 folks in leadership alone that get us across this country. That does not include the more than 500 

volunteers that take care of the Southern Route as we ride from city to city. 

 

A couple of more important folks on this mission are Jenniffer ―Flame‖ Hudson Connors, the Missing Man 

Coordinator, and Mike ―Wizard‖ Turner, the Honor Guard Coordinator. Wizard handles all the wreath-

laying ceremonies on the 10-day mission. He is also looking for FNGs first with the same criteria as the 

Missing Man Position. He is also looking for one member from each military branch of service and a 

civilian to present the wreath at the different memorials we visit. If you are interested in being in the Honor 

Guard for a wreath-laying ceremony, please contact Wizard at rftw.wizard@outlook.com   

 

We are looking forward to May; this mission is so very important to us on the Southern Route. The mission 

is here to promote healing among ALL veterans and their families and friends, to call for an accounting of 

all Prisoners of War and those Missing in Action (POW/MIA), to honor the memory of those Killed in 

Action (KIA) from all wars, and to support our military personnel all over the world. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Ray “Ghost Rider” Wyatt 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Jim “Tail Light” Drieth 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Gary “Shepherd” Burd 
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Jenniffer “Flame” Hudson Connors 

 

 
Mike “Wizard” Turner 

 
Lisa “Chrome” Russell 

 

I must reiterate that this Run is a mission, so please remember that as we travel across this Great Nation.  

 

Keep The Faith 

ChickenJoe 

 

 

MISSING MAN COORDINATOR – CENTRAL ROUTE 

 

In 2010 Arnie  "Postmaster" Swift asked me if I would assume the duties as 

Missing Man Coordinator on the Central Route.  Bill "Honeybuns" Kable had 

been the coordinator the previous three years and was moving on to a different 

job on the Central Route.  Bill had done an excellent job of organizing the 

formation and I was somewhat reluctant to try and follow his excellent 

stewardship as the Coordinator. After thinking about it, I decided that my skill set 

was such that I could do an adequate job, I'd do my best, and hopefully serve the 

Missing Man Escorts at a level they deserve. Like most people on The Run, 

following my FNG year I didn't want to be the one to "receive"; I wanted to be 

one of the many "worker bees" who give back to The Run, especially to the 

FNGs. Boy did I get it wrong! I'll explain how I was wrong a little later. 

 

Let me give a little background on just what the Missing Man Escort position is. 

 At the front of the Central Route is what is called the Missing Man Formation.  This consists of two columns in 

the side by side stance, three rows total.  The first two riders are the Route Coordinator with the State 

Coordinator as his wingman. The next row has the Missing Man Escort in the left column and next to him is an 

empty spot which is in honor of the Missing Man.  The third row is occupied by the Missing Man Coordinator 

in the left column with the Senior Chaplain as his wingman.  Following at a distance is the small leadership 

platoon, then the various platoons with appropriate gaps of separation.  I used the term "empty" to describe the 

unoccupied spot next to the Missing Man Escort.  That is a wildly inaccurate term to apply to that position. 

 Certainly from a visual perspective it is empty.  But the Missing Man Formation functions at a level which is on 

a higher plain than just the visual.  Prior to departure, each Missing Man Escort introduces me to who they will 

be escorting.  Sometimes I get quite a bit of information, sometimes the Escort is reduced to tears and I don't 

hear many words, perhaps just a name and branch of service.  That is OK, I know enough.  I know that 

individual being escorted was loved, respected, missed, and we are going to honor him/her.  At that point in time 

what I referred to as "empty" becomes anything but!  I am not into the metaphysical, but I have to say in all 

honesty that I can always feel a presence in the Missing Man spot, and at times it can become almost 

overpowering.  I've had many miles and hours to ponder just what is going on, but I can't come up with a 

rational answer.  I don't think I want to.  All I know is that it is a "gift," and sometimes things aren't meant to be 

understood on a rational level.  Such is the Missing Man position and that of Escort. 

 



At the beginning I mentioned how I anticipated I'd be giving back to The Run as the Missing Man Coordinator, 

and how I found out that I was wrong.  To be a "giver" you have to come away with a little less than you started 

with.  In my case, at the end of each of the last six Runs, I've headed home with way more than I started with.  I 

am always amazed at the individuals who step un to honor a loved one, comrade, friend.  That can be 

intimidating, baring your soul to someone you don't know (me), sharing emotions that often times are raw. It 

isn't for sissies. When riding as an Escort, all pretense is stripped away.  It is just simple down and dirty honor, 

respect, and dignity.  And with only two exceptions, that is what has been exhibited by everyone who has ridden 

as an Escort over the last six years. To all of you I say "Thank you"! 

 

Anyone who has not been an Escort, please consider doing it.  It will be one of the most moving experiences 

you will ever do.  Be prepared to cry, perhaps laugh, and also feel a sense of satisfaction knowing that your 

participation as an Escort, though symbolic, has a very real way of providing healing.  And that is what we are 

all about. 

 

Tom ―Bones‖ Pogue 

tomwpogue@comcast.net 

970-227-5261 

 

MISSING MAN COORDINATOR - MIDWAY ROUTE 

 

The Missing Man Formation for the 2016 Midway Route is 

coordinated through Glenn Waggoner Jr., aka "Wombat," who has 

been on the RFTW the past 15 years. Riding in the "MMF" is an 

honor and a humbling tribute to past or present military members. 

You do not have to have a military background to ride in this 

formation, only willing to honor military personnel, family or 

loved one.. The "MMF" Midway Route has 35 openings of various 

mileage departing from Ontario, CA until the last departure from 

Quantico, VA. Riders are expected to contact the MMF 

Coordinator indicating their desire to participate and the date of 

preference per the route stops and schedule. Contact Glenn as soon 

as possible by either e-mail (1buffalolvr@gmail.com) or by cell phone at (951) 990-1873. Once the 

preferred date is selected, then confirmation will be made by an email reply to the participant. If all the 

slots are not filled by the departure date, riders will be solicited on an as-needed basis with preference 

going to FNGs. Participants are contacted by their cell phones to prepare for the day's departure either the 

evening before or by attending morning meetings. 

 

Glenn "Wombat" Waggoner Jr. 

1buffalolvr@gmail.com 

(951) 990-1873 

 

 

MISSING MAN COORDINATOR - SOUTHERN 

ROUTE 

 

If you are interested in riding in the Missing Man 

Position you will need to contact Jenniffer ―Flame‖ 

Hudson Connors, the Missing Man Coordinator at 

rftw.flame@gmail.com. The Missing Man spots go 

mailto:tomwpogue@comcast.net
mailto:1buffalolvr@gmail.com
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mailto:rftw.flame@gmail.com


quickly, so get your name in quickly. The positions go first to FNGs with special note to Gold Star 

Families and POW/MIA Families.  The Missing Man Position is a very emotional place within the Run For 

The Wall mission. The information you will need to provide is: 

 

1. Your full name, including road name (if you have one). 

2. Your starting point/your ending point (Example: California to DC / Odessa, TX to Monroe, LA).  

3. Are you an FNG (first time rider on this Run? If not, when was your FNG year?).  

4. Your cell phone number. 

5. The name of the person or unit you are riding to remember/honor. 

6. If you have an interest in a particular leg, and why. 

 

Jenniffer ―Flame‖ Hudson Connors 

rftw.flame@gmail.com. 

 

 

MANDATORY FNG BRIEFINGS 

 

All FNGs are required to attend special briefings for those riding with RFTW for the first time. These meetings 

are very important. You may have been riding for 40 years, but riding with RFTW is very different. It‘s 

important for your safety and everyone else‘s that you attend the briefing to learn how you‘re expected to ride 

in tight formation. Please make a special note of your route‘s FNG briefing day and time. 

 

If you don‘t start with RFTW in Ontario, you will be at a disadvantage as an FNG, and therefore it‘s even more 

important that you attend all morning briefings, which ALL riders are required to do. 

 

 

EVENING PARADE IN D.C. 

 

The U.S. Marines Friday Evening Parade will be Friday night, May 27, in Washington, D.C. For the past 

eight years we have had reserved seating for RFTW. If you're not familiar with the Parade, you should 

Google it. The Parade consists of the world-famous Marine Silent Drill Team, The Commandant‘s Drum 

and Bugle Corps, and the President's Own Marine Band. The performance is a major event in D.C. and 

well worth the time to attend it. I do not know at this time who the "Reviewing Officer/Official‖ will be, 

but the Marine Officer will be a Flag Officer. Past civilian reviewing officials have been Gary Sinese, all 

sorts of politicians, some of civilian leadership from DoD, etc.  

 

We have blocks of seats reserved for RFTW. This is the only announcement that will be made. If you wish 

to attend, you must send me an email with first and last names for each person—like a check list—as I 

forward to Protocol when requested. If you come up with more names, please send an additional email with 

ONLY their names (don't add to an existing email, as I need an easy head count). This is not limited to 

RFTW or riders riding only all the way. Nor is it only for first-time riders or first-time attendees. Please 

send an email, don't just give me a list in person as I then need to type it myself. If you don't have a 

computer, odds are that a friend does. Email to Doug@Lyvere.com. I will send a simple "Good to Go" 

back to you so you know I've received it. The cut-off date is when the seats are gone (sorry, no way to set a 

date). Although I have 400 seats, they go fast. PLEASE, if you decide to cancel for whatever reason, let me 

know.  

 

This following is important. We will stage as a group to go in, BUT it doesn't have to be one group. I will 

start sending riders in groups of 25 to 50 IF the Barracks is ready in order to get better seating. We will 

mailto:rftw.flame@gmail.com
mailto:Doug@Lyvere.com


meet at the corner of 8th & I Streets, SE (South East) regardless of how you get to the Marine Barracks. 

We will not have a RFTW convoy going to and from, or any assigned RGs, leaders, or guides of any type. 

Mapquest or GPS works fine IF YOU PUT IN THE CORRECT LOCATION. My recommendation is to 

get a cab unless you're familiar with DC. The actual address is 8th & I St SE (South East - if you do not 

include south east in your GPS, cab driver, whatever, you will go to the WRONG place). IF you are 

coming by motorcycle (I think most do), please do not be "yahoo's"—this is a sound restricted area. Don't 

gun your engines or have blaring music. Normal motorcycle engine noise is fine. The Barracks Marines 

respect our mission and go out of their way to accommodate us.  

 

Parking for bikes - there is a park at the corner of 8th & I St SE (South East). Literally a park. BUT we are 

allowed to put our bikes in this park—grass and concrete. DO NOT park in the normal parking lot. Park 

RFTW tight, please—limited space and you will all leave at the same time. It is possible to go through the 

parking lot and then into the park. From past experience I can tell that non-RFTW will park in the same 

area when they see us park there. It‘s not restricted to just us. 

 

Staging to go in is NLT 1900 (7:00 p.m.) at the corner. Please be patient. (I WILL BE THERE by 6:00 p.m. 

(1800). 

 

Some strong suggestions: DO NOT bring weapons—you will be going through metal detectors. Leathers, 

the way we ride, are fine but hopefully clean and void of inappropriate comments (we all agree with what 

Jane Fonda is—just not the time and place, as there will be women and children). I would leave any metal 

you don't need (coins, nail clippers, etc.). Bring water. Bring a rain suit as it occasionally rains—rain by 

itself DOES NOT mean it will be cancelled. Decision is made by the Marines just before the event starts. 

LIGHTNING storms will PROBABLY be a cancel—think lots of rifles spinning through the air and 

antennas. Best bet—be there and see what happens. Get there early—there are some food/snack places 

along the street that welcome the business. Bring your cameras. 

—Doug “Sgt. Major” Lyvere 

 

 

► WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW 
 

HOW WE RIDE 

By Colin Campbell (2009) 

 

Run For The Wall follows a very regimented set of rules developed over the years to provide for the safe 

travel of this large contingency on its way to Washington DC and The Vietnam Veterans Memorial. 

Foremost in our desire for safety is that every rider become adept and comfortable riding in accordance 

with these rules. If for any reason you are not comfortable riding in this manner, please discontinue your 

ride with the column. If you are not capable and comfortable riding ―like we ride‖, you could pose a danger 

to yourself and your companions by attempting to ride in a tight formation. Above all, if a maneuver looks 

too dangerous or awkward for a rider (particularly a new rider) to complete safely, he or she should do 

what needs to be done to protect himself or herself to avoid an accident. 

 

The rules are outlined as follows: 

 

Signals: 

Right turn: Left arm out and elbow bent up. Hand making a fist. 

Left turn: Left arm straight out from body. Hand straight out in a fist. 



 

 
 

Slow: Left arm down to side. Press flat palm up and down parallel to the ground imitating a braking 

motion. 

Speed up: Pump left fist up and down. 

 
 

Hazard: Point at the area on the road with your hand and index finger (left or right side). 

Close Ranks: Left hand overhead, open and close fist. 

 

 
 

Staggered Formation: Left arm raised overhead, index finger extended. 

Side-by-Side Formation: Left arm raised overhead, index and little finger extended. 

 

 
 

Blinker: Left arm out and elbow bent up, thumb and forefinger contacting each other to indicate blinker on. 

 

Distance Interval:  2 seconds. Visual marker for distance interval is one empty center stripe between 

cycles at 50 to 60 mph and two empty center stripes between cycles above 60. When in a side by side 

formation, the left side rider is responsible for maintaining the correct interval. The right side rider is 

responsible for aligning himself with the left side rider. Riders‘ shoulders should be directly across from 

each other in the proper configuration. Every rider is responsible for maintaining the correct interval in a 

staggered formation. 

 

Deceleration: Unless a complete stop or an emergency stop is anticipated, riders should decelerate by 

rolling off the throttle and down shifting rather than braking. The appearance of brake lights in the 

formation increases the incidence of dangerous ―rubber banding‖. Rubber banding (excessive acceleration 



and deceleration) increases accidents, wear and tear on equipment and increases rider fatigue. Increasing 

and decreasing speed should be accomplished utilizing small, incremental throttle rollon and rolloff. 

Maintaining interval and position requires VERY slight throttle adjustments on an almost constant basis. 

Rapid acceleration and deceleration is very undesirable and should be avoided. 

 

Riding the Zipper: The centerline and the fog line are lovingly called the zipper. It‘s simple: do not have 

any part of your cycle or body beyond the zipper. If you do, road guards will hate you and semis will kill 

you. Just Say No to hanging foot pegs, handlebars, or anything else over the zipper. 

 

Sky Popping: Whales stick their head out of the sea just to the level of their eye to ―take a look around‖. 

This is called ―Sky Popping.‖ Sticking out of your lane to see what‘s ahead is a great way to shorten your 

trip. Road guards travel much faster than the columns both in the left hand lane and on the right shoulder. 

Pulling out in front of one is a disaster for both riders. Just Say No to ―sky popping‖. 

 

Road Guard Courtesy: You may receive signals/directions from road guards during your trip. Please 

comply immediately with these requests. Please do not take anything personally. Road guards are doing a 

very difficult job and are protecting our safety: Your cooperation is paramount to their success. At times, 

road guards need to pull into a column or pass through a column. When a road guard signals he needs in, 

immediately slow and give them the right of way. If you collide with a road guard, it is your fault—no 

questions asked. 

 

Divebombing: Pulling in too close after passing a vehicle is called ―dive bombing.‖ This is a ―no-no.‖ 

Trucks that are passed by the column should be given at least one truck length before riders pull back into 

their lane. Pulling in too quickly causes the truck driver to hit his brakes and makes them angry with us 

rather than being our fans. No divebombing. The same situation is true when the column moves into the 

left lane to pass slower moving traffic. At times there may be vehicles traveling in the left lane preventing 

the entire column from gaining access to the left lane as a unit. Do not speed around one of these vehicles 

and divebomb in front of them just to maintain your position within the column. Slow, pull in behind such 

a vehicle and rejoin the column after you have successfully passed the slower traffic in the right lane. 

 

Passing Signals Back. Please pass signals from the platoon leaders all the way back down the column. 

When you receive a signal, check your rearview mirror to make sure it was passed back. 

 

CB Radio Etiquette: There will be a designated communication channel. Please do not talk on this 

channel unless you are performing an official function. All riders are welcome and encouraged to monitor 

the communication channel, but please maintain radio discipline. 

 

 

RUN Q&A 

 

Q.  How fast does the pack ride? 

A.  A general guideline: the pack will ride at about five miles an hour below the posted speed limit. There 

will be times when the speeds will be less. 

 

Q.  How does the pack enter the highway? 

A.  We work with local and state authorities to aid our entrance onto the highways. The lead element will 

slowly enter the highway and maintain a slow speed as the pack follows. There is no reason to ride fast to 

"catch up" with the pack. The lead element continues a slow speed until the last man vehicle reports he/she 



is on the highway. At that point the Route Coordinator will slowly increase speed in five mile per hour 

increments at the rate of about 23 mph increase per minute. This increase is given to the Assistant Route 

Coordinator who is leading the 1st Platoon, who will then slowly bring the pack to the assigned speed. The 

Platoon Leaders will follow suit, and are responsible for maintaining the proper distance. As you can see, 

there is no reason to ride faster than the speed limit follow these guidelines and the platoons will bring you 

up to speed properly and reduce "rubber banding." 

 

Q.  When will itineraries be available? 

A.  Daily itineraries will be finalized and posted a few weeks prior to departure. Please understand the 

incredible amount of work that must be finalized before this information is locked down. The notices and 

itineraries will be posted to the website. 

 

Q.  How do I reserve my spot in the pack? 

A.  There are no reservations of riding spots in the pack. We ride two columns, side by side as conditions 

allow, and positions in the pack likely adjust as we do fuel stops. If you want to ride near someone ride in 

front or behind them, not to their side as those positions will adjust if riders fall out of formation. 

 

Q.  How much does it cost to go All the Way? 

A.  Cost of lodging, meals and gas to ride All the Way is largely a matter of personal preference. If you 

camp, some sites are free or reduced prices. Hotels will be indicated on our Route Schedule and we often 

get a modest group discount from the standard rack rate. Gas is sometimes provided by supporters, but 

given the current state of gas prices, the level of future support cannot be certain. Most meals are provided 

free by local volunteers. Also, allow enough funds for emergency repairs and maintenance of your vehicle. 

 

Q.  Can I ride with the Run in my car? 

A.  Our number one goal is safety of the Run participants and the public. Personal vehicles can travel a few 

miles ahead or behind the pack, but cannot intermingle with the pack at any time. Due to limited space at 

most of our gas stops we ask you proceed to another station or skip a gas stop. Our gas stops range are 

spaced from 70 to 114 miles apart so ―cages‖ will not need gas as often as the pack. 

 

Q.  Do I have to ride a certain brand of bike? 

A.  No, all bikes are welcome as long as they are safe, licensed and insured in accordance with your state‘s 

laws. If you go All the Way you will likely ride more than 5,800 miles depending on your hometown. Be 

sure your bike is up to a ride of this length, and allow for routine maintenance during the trip. Plan for tire 

and oil changes as appropriate. 

 

Q.  What special skills are needed to ride with the pack? 

A.  Riding with the pack requires good motorcycle handling skills, and you must be a competent, safe rider. 

Courses such as the Motorcycle Safety Foundation‘s Experienced (Advanced) Rider‘s Course will help you 

sharpen your existing skills. 

 

 

MINOR CHILDREN 

 

If you are traveling with a minor child, you must have a notarized letter of consent stating that child has 

permission to participate in RFTW signed by both parents and or legal guardians. RFTW will keep that 

letter, so you should have two letters so you will have a letter for after the run. 

 



 

CHASE VEHICLE POLICY 

 

Please note that the term “motorcycle” applies to any Run vehicles that can be safely loaded and 

transported on a chase trailer. 

 

1. Chase trailers are provided only as outlined below. They are not to be used to transport personal 

property including functional motorcycles, motorcycle trailers or luggage. 

2. RFTW will make reasonable attempts to assist riders with incapacitated bikes, but there are no 

guarantees this service will always be available. (There may be times when the trailers are full and the 

rider will either have to wait or make their own arrangements.) 

3. Chase vehicles will provide free service for motorcycles broken down or incapacitated in case of an 

accident. 

4. Oversized trikes or other vehicles exceeding the capacity of our trailers WILL NOT be transported. 

Capacity decisions rest with the chase truck driver. 

5. Where a motorcycle is incapacitated due to an accident, the bike will be loaded on the trailer with 

approval from authorities and owner/rider release as appropriate. 

6. If the motorcycle needs transported and has a trailer attached, the trailer can be loaded onto the chase 

trailer with the bike. 

7. Assuming the rider is not injured, he/she is responsible for ensuring the bike is tied down safely and 

appropriately. The chase crews will assist, but ultimately the responsibility for securing bikes rests with 

the rider. The chase crews will not be responsible for bike damage. 

8. In addition to item (7) above, the rider shall secure luggage so that it will not become separated from 

the bike. Should it be prudent to remove the luggage, it shall be secured to the trailer floor or placed in 

the truck bed prior to chase truck departure. 

9. The chase crews will transport the motorcycle forward along the daily route to the next available 

dealership where it will be unloaded. The chase vehicle will then depart to catch the Run. 

10. The Route Coordinator is the final authority on any questions concerning this matter. 

 

 

FUEL STOP REMINDER 

 

One thing that is unique to RFTW and particularly stressful to FNGs is our fuel stops. This year all three 

routes will be pumping only premium, high octane fuel during fuel stops. Pumps will be turned on prior to 

the arrival of the main pack by members of our Fuel Team. You will pull up to the pumps two at a time 

side by side. Shut off your bike and have $1's and $5's in a pocket or tankbag, easily accessible.  

 

The amount of fuel put in your tank will be rounded up to the nearest dollar. For example: if your bike 

takes $6.37 of fuel, the fueler will ask you for $7; please have the exact amount of bills ready. The excess 

amount goes to fuel our Chase Vehicles, which you will appreciate if you need them along the way. Do not 

ask for change, and do not argue with the fueler. If you feel a mistake has been made, after staging your 

bike, take it up with your Platoon Leader; he will follow up for you.  

 

All bikes must fuel first, then stage, then take any restroom or refreshment breaks. This is a process that has 

evolved over 20-some years and is the safest and most efficient way to fuel this many bikes in a timely 

manner. Please respect the members of the fuel crew; they have volunteered their time to help make your 

RFTW experience the best possible. 

 



 

―ALL THE WAY!‖ -- WHAT IT REALLY MEANS 

 

Some people are not clear on exactly what "All The Way" means. It appears that the perception of "All the 

Way" is that a participant is starting from some point along the route and riding all the way to Washington, 

DC. This is not the case (unless your hometown is Ontario, CA). Within the Run For The Wall concept, 

"All The Way" means that you will be registering and starting the Run in Ontario, CA and riding all the 

way to Washington, DC. If you go All the Way from Ontario to DC, you are entitled to wear the ―All the 

Way‖ patch. If you start somewhere other than Ontario, you may wear a ―Participant‖ patch. 

 

 

GET YOUR BIKE READY TO GO 

By John ―Shooter‖ McCabe (2009) 

 

 If your tires need changing, change them now. If tires are good, check inflation just before we leave; have a 

tire pressure gage on hand. 

 Change the oil just before leaving. 

 Check all lights and have extra bulbs on hand. 

 Check suspension air lines (for air shocks). 

 Check operation of all switches; make sure things that should work do. 

 If you have spoke wheels, get them checked at the dealer for spoke tension! 

 Change air and fuel filters. 

 Check brake and hydraulic clutch fluid levels. 

 Check clutch and brake cables. 

 Check every bolt, nut, screw you can get to, make sure things are tight. 

 Check your luggage, make sure straps are not rotted or torn. (I have dodged sleeping bags, small luggage 

bags and other things falling off bikes…not fun for Road Guards at 90+mph)  

 Make sure your bike is ready. If nothing else, take it to a dealer and have them go over it for you. The 

money you spend there will not compare to the funds it will cost you if things go wrong and you are 3500 

miles from home. 

 Make SURE you are ready, get the bike out and practice speed control at 65 mph by easy throttle 

movements NOT brakes. Practice slow maneuvering; we all know how to ride at highway speeds but it‘s 

those slow maneuvers we will be needing that may need to be honed a bit. Remember, we will be 

maneuvering in close proximity to other bikes (68 inches between bikes at times)—be ready for it. 

 If you plan on riding two up, take a few rides two up and practice rider and driver communications. If you 

are a rider, your eyes are just as important as the driver‘s in a close formation ride. You are NOT a 

sightseer—you are part of the overall bike safety team. Our Road Guards‘ job starts the morning you all get 

to the parking lot at the truck stop. When you come into the lot there at Rancho Cucamonga, please go 

SLOW, and tell the Road Guards which route you will be taking so we can get you to the proper lines. Have 

your gas tank FULL. Recheck your luggage one last time—make sure it‘s tight and secured on your bike. 

There will be a bunch of riders, bikes, media, and normal traffic in that parking lot so be careful and keep 

your head up. 

 

 

FLAG PROTOCOL FOR BIKES AND CARS 

By Steve "Hawgwash" Hill 

 



As we get closer and closer to RFTW I thought I'd share a little protocol for those desiring to display the 

American Flag, POWMIA Flag, Service Flags, or even your own State Flags. I hope that all riders will 

display flags on their bikes in addition to those driving support vehicles and other 4wheelers. 

 

Let's start with the American Flag. It is always displayed to the Flag‘s own right in the direction of 

movement. In other words, if displayed on the back of a motorcycle it will be on the right side as the 

motorcycle is moving. On a 4-wheeler, it will be on the right side of the vehicle. When displayed with 

multiple flags, the order of precedence is American Flag, POWMIA Flag (a position of honor directly 

adjacent to the American Flag), followed by State Flags and finally Service Flags in the following order: 

Army, Marine Corps, Navy, Air Force and Coast Guard.  

 

In the event multiple flags are flown, the American Flag may be in the center position provided it is on a 

higher staff than the other flags. If the flag is displayed on a flat surface, the blue field is to the viewer‘s 

upper left (whether vertical or horizontal). 

 

Remember, we are on a mission and part of that mission is to proudly display the flags that so many of us 

have fought hard to protect. 

 

 

WHAT TO PACK FOR THE RUN 

 

Lots of FNGs have asked for suggestions on what to bring on Run for the Wall. Tailor your checklist to 

your own personal needs—you may want to bring additional items, you may want to leave some things at 

home.  

 

Motorcycles 

American & POWMIA Flags for bike 

T-bag and/or saddle bags 

Water bottle ("sport" bottle or "Camelback") 

Bungee Cords (lots of 'em) 

Duct Tape 

Tool kit 

Regular & allen wrenches 

Screwdrivers 

Spark plugs & wrench 

Wire ties, zip ties 

Shop rags 

WD 40 

Clamps 

Rope 

Jumper cables 

Funnel 

Can of Fixaflat 

Tire repair kit 

Replacement light bulbs 

Fuses 

Super glue 

6' of 1/4" plastic hose or turkey baster (to siphon gas) 

Dog tags for emergency identification 

Emergency info: Next of kin, home and work 

phone numbers, doctors' phone numbers, list of 

prescriptions 

Warm knit cap for under helmet and/or sleeping 

Heavy jacket 

Lightweight jacket 

Chaps 

Warm gloves 

Summer gloves 

Rain Gear (jacket, pants and galoshes) 

Laundry detergent (in heavy ziplock bag) 

Small sewing kit 

Money 

Credit Cards/Traveler's Checks 

Driver's License 

Insurance information 

Padlock 

Trash Bags for covering T-Bag in rain, laundry, etc. 

Ziplock bags (all sizes) organizes & keeps stuff dry 

Extra pair of boots 

Jeans (2or 3 pairs) 

T-shirts (at least 6) 



Motorcycle oil (however much your bike needs!) 

Helmet (DOT legal) 

Bandana or "do-rag" 

Jammies (or shorts or sweat pants) 

Hankies 

Shower shoes 

Bath towel 

Wash cloth (in ziplock bag!) 

Toilet Kit 

Toothbrush 

Toothpaste 

Soap 

Deodorant 

Shampoo 

Comb and/or brush 

Roll of TP in Ziploc bag (be prepared!) 

Sun block (Don't leave home without it!) 

Chapstick (With Sun Block added) 

Personal first aid kit 

Medications in marked containers 

Prescription glasses 

 

Long-sleeved T-shirt (for the Mojave desert) 

Ear plugs 

Warm sweat shirt 

Underwear & Socks (at least 6 pair) 

Thermal underwear 

Sun glasses or goggles (2 pairs) 

Medications, glasses prescription, bank 

information 

Cell phone and/or pager 

Road Maps and Run Schedule 

Business cards (to exchange with new friends) 

Note pad & pencil 

Camera and film 

Items you want to leave at The Wall 

List of names you want to locate on The Wall 

 

Campers 

Tent with pegs 

Waterproof Ground Cloth/Tarp 

Sleeping Bag 

Sleeping Mat or Cot 

Folding chair or camp stool 

Flashlight with extra batteries 

 

 

 

MISC. REMINDERS 

 

Cash: Take extra $1 and $5 bills for gas. When we fill up, total is rounded up; the extra money helps gas up 

the support vehicles. 

 

Throttle rockers will add some comfort to your ride (available at HD dealers). 

 

Lost and Found:  If you lose something, check your route‘s sound trailer or merchandise trailer; lost items 

are usually turned in to one or the other. 

 

Morning meetings are mandatory. 

 

Take showers at night so you won‘t be late for the morning meetings. 

 

If you get sleepy while riding, give a heads up to the riders around you and pull off where safe. You can 

catch up at the next stop. RIDE SAFE!!! 

 

Make sure your gear is secure—the riders behind you will be very grateful. Double-check at every stop. 

 

If you'll put together packets of one $10 bill, one $5 bill, and four $1 bills you'll be able to get through any 

gas stop without the hassle of digging out the right bills. Just put a packet of money in an easy-to-reach 

place after you stage so it'll be ready for the next gas stop. Remember, we don't give change (we round up 



to the next $), so don't hand the fuel crew a $20 bill and look for change. We use all "overages" to help buy 

gas for the chase trucks and support vehicles. 

 

If you have patches with bad words, be prepared to cover them up when going into the schools (duct 

tape works great as a temporary fix). 

 

If there is an accident, unless you are involved in it do not stop—proceed around it and continue on; the 

Road Guards, Chaplain Corps, and Chase Drivers will attend to it. If you stop on a freeway, you can cause 

a bigger accident. 

 

We don‘t stop to put on rain gear if it starts to rain. If you think that it might rain, put it on now. The 

weather changes fast; have changes of clothes handy—you can add or remove clothes at gas stops. 

 

It's a good practice to call your credit card company before you leave for the Run and alert them that there 

may be an unusual volume of activity during the dates you will be on the Run. If you're like me and don't 

use your card regularly, your Run expenses can look exactly like a card thief on a spending binge. The card 

companies' computers look for unusual spending patterns and will shut your account down in a New York 

minute, which, needless to say, could be very inconvenient and embarrassing. The other good thing is if 

you tell them when you will be back home and someone where you were tries to use the card (like a hotel 

clerk, etc.) after you arrive home, it will be blocked. 

 

Gators - Tire tread on the road 

Zipper - That line that separates the lanes 

Snakes - Those nasty asphalt lines on the lanes (slippery when wet) 

Fog Line - That line near the shoulder 

 

If you are passing an 18-wheeler and hear thump thump, it means he‘s running on a flat and soon that tread 

will start coming off. Trust me, it hurts like heck to get hit by it, so be watchful. 

 

If you see a Road Guard come up, tap the top of his helmet and point down—this means he/she wants to 

get in the lane of travel in front of you. Let him in! 

 

Practice down-shifting to slow down instead of hitting the brakes. 

 

Don't overpack your bike; you will be tired at the end of the day and have to cart that heavy bag into the 

hotel. Pack light. You will soon learn this is not a fashion show, it is a mission. Take clothing that dries fast 

and washes out.  

 

Morning meetings are MANDATORY!  There‘s nothing worse than missing an exit because you weren‘t 

at the meeting to hear about the route change due to construction. 

 
The one thing that all FNGs have a hard time learning is to SNAKE around a vehicle. It is a simple 

maneuver but opposite of the way most riders do all of the rest of the time, so old habits are hard to break. 

To snake around a vehicle, the platoon leader will give a signal, then pull out to the number one lane. Each 

rider behind will then pull up to the same location behind the vehicle being passed and then pull out into 

the number one lane, one at a time. Just start thinking of it now. Done right the platoon looks like a great 

snake going around a fixed object. 

 



While under way, do not leave your Platoon, unless it is an emergency. Road Guards are moving past the 

pack, and if you pop out in front of them, an accident will happen. In case of a need to exit the pack, signal 

your intentions, make sure it's clear and move out. Give a thumbs up as you exit so the rest of the pack 

knows that you are OK. If you need a Chase Truck to pick you up, after you have stopped, wave your 

hands above your head until you see a Chase Truck. Do not attempt to re-enter the Pack while it is moving, 

go on to the next stop and join it there. 

 

DO NOT DIVE BOMB ANYONE, especially the Road Guards or a Big Truck (Editor‘s note: dive 

bombing a semi is a huge no-no. Some truckers are severely inconvenienced by our long line of bikes; add 

to that the insult of cutting them off, and RFTW will have blown the good will we have been trying to 

establish with truckers for years now. Some will honk when we pass—a thumbs-up will go a long way in 

gaining their cooperation!) If you make sharp, almost 60 degree turns in front of trucks or other vehicles, 

you are actually slowing down a little bit and you can see the results by noticing that the rider behind you is 

now beside you, to your left! And the vehicle you just passed is now right on your tail. You also have 

caused the driver to tap his brakes, which may cause some concern by the motorcycles still behind him. 

And the Road Guards to take great notice of your actions. Extend your return to the right lane over a longer 

period and keep your speed up. 

 

If you pre-registered that is only part of the registration process, You still must check in with registration 

wherever it is that you are joining RFTW, show current proof of License with MC endorsement, current 

Insurance for the bike you are on and current registration. Passengers MUST have photo ID and register 

separately. 

 

If you‘re an FNG, the FNG meetings are mandatory. It's a big circle of strangers listening to how they are 

going to be transformed into a ribbon of motorcycle harmony going across the country. And they won't be 

strangers to each other for very long!   

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________   

 

 

► TIPS FOR FNG’S 
 

The RFTW Forum is the place to go if you have any questions about how RFTW operates. There you can 

find a lot of great suggestions for new riders from those who have ridden with RFTW for many years. Here 

are some of them: 

 

 MISSING MAN FORMATION: 

 

Riding the Missing Man position is an extreme honor. You are honoring all those who can't ride. Being the 

position it is you must ride at a position of attention, no looking around, complete attention and respect at 

all times. Even if you neck starts aching it is well worth it. This is an experience you will never, ever 

forget. I have ridden the position three times. Once on Central Route, once on Midway Route and once on 

PFC Gordon's Escort home to Canada. This is a must for FNGs, not mandatory, but highly recommended. 

Again, this is an experience you will never forget. 

—Topper 

 

 ACCIDENTS:  



 

Accidents are NEVER discussed at any time, for any reason. I make a point at the FNG Briefing for new 

riders to never post or email ANYTHING about accidents. That's a "no-no." That is the responsibility of 

the Board of Directors, not ours. Let them do that. This will be covered again at the FNG Briefing. 

 

Everything you need to know about the run will be given to you at registration. That includes a daily route 

booklet that you are required to read. It's not a collector‘s item from the run—it‘s a daily bible to be used.  

—Dutch 

 

 BRAKING:  

 

The point of slowing without brake lights is to keep your brake lights form starting a chain reaction slow 

down that is not needed. Tests have shown that one vehicle with brake lights cause mass brake/brake light 

use and enhances the accordion effect. If you are further than you should be from the bike in your front, 

accelerate slowly to catch up. This keeps the bikes behind you from rushing up. The bikes in the rear end 

up having to brake if you rush to catch the pack. Distance, awareness, and engine braking works. - Wizard 

 

I have to admit, the first time I heard someone say DON'T use your brakes, I thought it was nuts, but 

learned pretty quick it worked!!  Probably the best advice anyone gave me was pay attention to the bike 

directly in front of you, but pay more attention to the bike about 3 in front of you and start slowing when 

THEY slow.  

—Gonzo 

 

I keep an eye on the bike in the other track four bikes ahead. If I see him or her react to something, I have 

time to prepare for taking action if I need to. 

 

Despite all efforts to avoid rubber-banding, it is a natural phenomenon. I try to remember that I am leading 

all the bikes behind me, so I work hard at running at a smooth speed for their sake and safety. That means 

gently anticipating the slow downs, and gently closing the gap with the bike ahead. Spurts of acceleration 

and jamming on brakes affect the whole line, and can cause other bikes to make evasive maneuvers that 

affect even more bikes. 

 

This is Run For The Wall, this nation's premier motorcycle mission to honor the living, the dead, the noble 

souls who have served to protect the nation. We are watched and will appear on nightly newscasts, and will 

be treasured in the photo streams of thousands of grateful citizens across the country. Should we not look 

good as we ride?? 

 

In the past, the gaggle of old and new riders who leave LA are transformed into a well-oiled machine by 

the time they reach DC. The quicker this happens the better, and the attention to it will enhance the over-all 

safety of the mission. 

—LaiKhe67tc 
 

Do whatever you can without using brakes to maintain your position in the pack as you accelerate or 

decelerate. Sudden movements or gaps you cause create similar and worse affects behind you. 

 

When entering the highway, there is no need for sudden acceleration to catch up to the pack. Keep your 

spacing as you and the rest of the pack ease back into the forward part of the pack. This will help reduce 

the rubber banding effect. 



 

For air-cooled bike riders, you know sudden acceleration increases your motor temperature dramatically. 

Motor temperature is a critical factor in the Mojave and Sonora Desert areas. That sudden acceleration you 

just demanded caused your motor temperature to increase, then when you reach the pack and have to slow 

down, cooling air will be reduced since you are now going slower. A hot motor without sufficient cooling 

air is never a good thing. Best to take it gradually and give your motor a break. 

—Twotone  

 

 FUELING:  

 

IF you run highway pegs. make sure they are UP when pulling up to the pump... those things are great trip 

hazards... again, not to worry, you will be told this over and over.  

—Harley0711 

 

The fueling process is a thing of beauty!  I was absolutely AMAZED to see 300+ bikes get fueled in 15 

minutes! 

 

Here is the process: 

 

(1) You will ride up to the pumps with engine ON.  (Make sure your highway pegs are in the "up" 

position.)  You will turn the engine OFF right before you push the bike up to the pump. 

 

(2) Have your gas cap "ready" to take off, whether that means unlocking it, loosening it, removing the door 

panel, etc.  Open the gas tank at the last moment.   

 

(3) SMILE at the Fuel Team!  (This is important!) 

 

(4) LISTEN to the Fuel Team and Do As They Say!  (Equally important!) 

 

(5) Have your money READY!  (I carry a zip-lock bag with a $10, $5, and 5 $1 bills for each stop.)  Hand 

over either the exact amount owed or make a donation.  The Fuel Team does NOT make change!  If your 

tank costs $8 and all you have is a $20 bill, you just made a $12 donation! 

 

(6) After fueling, PUSH your bike out of the fuel area, and THEN start it up to ride to the next staging area. 

The Road Guards and Staging Teams will point you in the right direction. 

 

(7) Look behind you occasionally to see how amazing this entire process is! 

—Hoofer 

 

For any of the Harley carbureted guys and gals, after you hit the staging line and park your bike you may 

need to keep the cap cracked so the pressure will not push gas through the carb when it is hot. 

—Recon Milt, Staging Team 

 

If you have never done so, please practice fueling your bike while still sitting on the seat. While you might 

put your kickstand down it is better if you are able to balance your bike while refueling. If you are two up 

practice doing this with your passenger on the bike. Most of the time your passenger has time to get off the 

bike, but this can be hazardous with so many bikes moving through the fueling area.  

—Goofy 



 

If I may add another thought—while setting up the fueling stop in Shenandoah VA for the Central Route 

this year, the owner reminded me we need to move out smartly as his pumps shut off automatically if there 

is no fuel flow for X number of seconds. When this happens, it require the station to reset that pump, all of 

which delays the fueling process. 

 

One other thought—at least on the Central Route, you are required to have your helmet on during all 

portions of the Run. When leaving the fueling station and moving to staging, helmets are mandatory. We 

are not allowed to stage you if you are not wearing a helmet. 

—Fahrdawg 

 
 

 SAFETY: 

 

Do NOT look at the many, many people standing on the overpasses, on and off ramps and alongside 

frontage roads waving and holding flags. Wave with your left (clutch) hand, honk, but do not look at them! 

They cannot tell if you are watching them, but they do see you acknowledging their effort and respect to 

what you are doing. (As they say, "action speaks a thousand words"... or something like that.). If you are 

looking at the patriots lining the overpasses, your tendency is to wander in your lane of travel, and you are 

not paying attention to your riding … not good for those around you. 

—Pelican  

 

I'd like to add another tip for good formation riding: don't stare at the bike in front of you. It‘s called "target 

fixation" and we've all heard the stories of pilots "fixating" on their target and actually flying right into the 

ground. When you stare at something, you lose your depth perception. 

 

Try "off-center" viewing. Instead of staring at the bike directly in front of you, look at the bike directly in 

front of the bike offset from you (if you're in a staggered formation). This allows you to see BOTH the bike 

in front of you, and the bike offset from you in more of a peripheral way. This will prevent you from 

fixating on the bike directly in front of you and assist you in noticing spacing changes sooner. 

 

Additionally, you'll want to practice your scanning techniques. I scan my left mirror (to look for traffic 

coming up behind me), then look at the bike in directly front of me. Then look at the bike offset (in the 

other track, if I'm staggered). Then in my right mirror. I do this every 5-10 seconds. A good scan will 

prevent you from fixating on the bike in front of you (or the people on the bridge, etc.) It will also keep you 

aware of what is happening around you (like the Road Guard or LEO coming up behind you in the 

neighboring lane, the approaching 18-wheeler, etc.) 

 

Again—this is NOT a sightseeing ride. There will be plenty of time for that on the rides to and from the 

Run. The safety of the group requires that each rider maximize their skills and situational awareness. 

—Hazmat  

 

 SPEED CONTROL 

 

Speed control is one of the most important skills when riding in a large group of motorcycles. Maintaining 

proper spacing is all about speed control. You must always remain Awake, Alert and Aware. 

 



Riding with Run For The Wall is different than any other riding you have done. This is not a HOG chapter 

ride, PGR event or even a Goldwing Sunday afternoon lunch run. Most people have never ridden with a 

group this large. Because of this we have to do things a little differently. We ride tighter than most other 

groups to try to minimize the footprint of the Run. I have seen the pack be over ten miles long. The 

bigger/longer we are, the more we disrupt the general flow of traffic. Often times we are under escort by 

local law enforcement (LEO) and a larger footprint is harder for them to manage. A larger footprint also 

makes it difficult for the Road Guards (RG) to make it back to the front of the pack. 

 

Often times RGs will come by the pack and signal a rider to tighten up or adjust spacing. We are trying to 

keep things tight so that the pack moves smoothly. If you are having a problem maintaining the tight 

spacing, talk to a tail gunner or RG. They can usually help you smooth things out. Remember, we are there 

to get you from CA to DC as safely as possible with the least amount of disruption to the general public. 

 

One of the problems we encounter when riding in a big group is rubber banding. This is due to the 

tendency for bikes to speed up and slow down within the group, even though the lead bike has not changed 

speed. This is usually due to a rider or riders trying to make adjustments too fast. I have seen instances 

where the lead bike is doing 45 and the last bike is doing 70.  I have also seen similar instances where the 

lead bike is doing 60 and within the pack bikes are stopped. Rubber banding is no fun for anyone and can 

even be dangerous. 

 

As Road Guards we see things riders do that contribute to this rubber banding. Here are a few tips I have 

learned through the years that might help your Run be more enjoyable. 

 

 Micro adjustments. No need to twist on and off. Small, 1/16th adjustments are all you need. The key 

to smooth pack riding is constant attention to your speed/spacing. Often times just THINKING 

about a speed adjustment is enough. It does not have to be instant or even quick. I would much 

rather see a rider smoothly advance back into position instead of racing to fill the slot. Smooth and 

easy is the ticket. Constant micro adjustments will keep you in the proper position. 

 Never use cruise control. It won't work. This includes throttle locks, devices used to lock a throttle 

in a certain position. Never, never, never. 

 Things to consider if you are thinking about getting a throttle rocker. These are devices attached to 

your grip, which allows you to rest your palm on it to maintain throttle position without squeezing 

the grip. Smooths things out and reduces hand fatigue. Do not install this the day, week, or even 

month before the Run. They take some getting used to. Try to get a couple of thousand miles under 

your belt with the throttle rocker before the Run. 

 I see it every year. We're pulling out of a gas stop, rounding a corner, and everyone feels the need 

for speed. They grab a handful of throttle to catch up and then get on the brakes once they catch up. 

On the Run, when we leave a stop, the lead element intentionally goes slow until all platoons are on 

the slab. Once we are all on, the lead element will slowly increase speed until we are eventually at 

our desired highway speed. Smooth and easy is the ticket. 

 Part of speed control is slowing down. Don't use the brake if at all possible. Brake lights affect bikes 

several bikes behind you. Instead down shift. This is something that takes PRACTICE. A trick I 

learned is IMMEDIATELY shift back up BEFORE rolling the throttle back on. This way you don't 

zoom back forward.  Smooth and easy is the ticket. 

 Often times just THINKING about a speed adjustment is enough. 

 If you‘re uncomfortable maintaining spacing, talk to a tail gunner or a road guard and ask for help. 

Often times a few miles next to someone smooth can even things out. 



 Did I mention often times just THINKING about a speed adjustment is the ticket to smooth pack 

riding? Constant tiny adjustments to the throttle will make you look like a pro. 

 Riding in formation can be tense. I sometimes have to mentally tell myself to relax my shoulders 

and arms to relieve tension. Pay attention to your posture. I find that if I catch myself working extra 

hard to maintain spacing it‘s because I am tense. Relax your body and remain attentive. You must 

always remain Awake, Alert and Aware. 

 When you come up to an overpass with a ton of people on it, feel free to wave or honk your horn 

but DON‘T look up. If you do, you will slow down. Keep your eyes on the road and the bike in 

front of you. 

—Pawkee 

 

Sometimes hand/wrist fatigue will set in, making it difficult to maintain a smooth speed. A good way to 

combat this is to make sure that the throttle bar grip is the correct size for your hand. My Triumph came 

from the factory with very small handle bar grips. I replaced them with a larger grip, and my hands stopped 

cramping. This has resulted in smoother speed control. So, if you are having this problem, try a new grip or 

at least a grip cover. ("Grip Puppies," "Grip Buddies," and neoprene grip wraps are all good.). Just DON'T 

try them the day before the Run! Get them early and test them out!  

—Hoofer 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________   

 

 

► OUR STORIES   
 

THE RUN FOR THE WALL COMMUNITY 

By Harlan ―Whitebirch‖ Olson 

 

Here in Longmont, CO, we have a group of riders that meet each Wednesday morning for breakfast. This 

morning there were 23 present at the table, mostly those who have participated in the RFTW event or 

FNGs who will be going in May. As I looked around the room, I was both amazed and thankful I had these 

brothers and sisters to lean on. 

 

My mind wondered back to my 2007 FNG year. I am a Viet Nam who came home in the mid-60s to the 

jeers and leers and enrolled in a liberal arts college. In a class discussion I mentioned I was a Viet Nam vet. 

BIG mistake!!!  I quickly learned to keep it to myself. It took over 40 years, but I got my "Welcome Home" 

many times over in 2007. There are a couple "Welcome Home" stories that make me cry to this day when I 

tell it. 

 

As I was riding home in 2007, I began to realize that I was going back to work and everyday mundane 

activities for the next 50 weeks before May would roll around again. I didn't want this mountain top 

experience to end, I needed more... 

 

On Friday, the first week of work, I left the office early. I had been thinking about a gentleman I had met 

on the run. He gave me his business card and he worked only 25 miles away. His name is Roger "Pops" 

Hageman and he seemed like a gentle soul. I felt the need to look him up. So unannounced, I rode to his 

landscaping place of business. I inquired at the office if Roger was around, and the woman at the desk 

placed a call and asked me to wait. I started getting nervous. How was I going to explain myself when he 



arrived? A few minutes later, Roger opened the door and we exchanged greetings. He walked me to a shed 

where we sat down and chatted about the Run, people, and experiences. It was up lifting, but I still wanted 

more. I asked if we could have lunch in a week or so, to which he responded, "Sure." A few days later, I 

called and asked if we could meet for lunch on Saturday; he told me that his son Dallas, aka. "DC,‖ whom I 

had met on the Run, wanted to go to Johnson's Corner, so we agreed to meet there.  

 

Saturday came and the three of us had a great lunch. It was a wonderful time and agreed we should do this 

on a regular basis. So arrangements were made to meet once a month at Johnson's Corner. This has been 

going on for the last eight years and we have attracted many attendees from the Colorado Springs area. 

From a meager beginning of three, we have grown to a RFTW community with lunch/meeting attendance 

exceeding 60. 

 

As I was riding home this year, I didn't have the "blues" like I have had in previous years. Why, I asked 

myself?  I quickly answered my own question. Because I have a RFTW community waiting for me. We can 

meet and talk; we've been there together. 

 

I know that several states have RFTW communities, like Missouri, New Mexico, California, and Colorado. 

If you don't have one in your area, build one. How you ask? In your group of riding friends, encourage 

them to participate in the RFTW event, even if it's for only a day. They'll get hooked. Then those friends 

will invite their friends and on it goes. Before you know it, a RFTW Community has taken root. 

 

If you need help or support with getting a RFTW Community started in your area, please don‘t hesitate to 

ask. 

 

Harlan Olson 

RFTW BOD Director of Public Relations 

1531 Hilltop Drive 

Longmont, CO  80504 

M: 303 717-4514 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________   

 

 

► OTHER STORIES   
 

WIDOW AND DAUGHTER FIND MIA’S REMAINS IN VIETNAM 

 

For years, the widow and daughter of Staff Sgt. Donald Stewart were plagued by doubts about the airman‘s 

1979 funeral at Arlington National Cemetery. 

 

Stewart, a load master, went missing in action in 1965 when a C-123 transport aircraft crashed on a 

mountainside in Phu Yen, a coastal province in Vietnam between Danang and Ho Chi Minh City, then 

known as Saigon. Three other Americans and 81 South Vietnam soldiers were also onboard. 

 

―We didn‘t hear a word for 14 years, and then in 1979, they called me from Randolph Air Force Base in 

Texas — about 10 o‘clock at night — and told me that my husband‘s remains had surfaced and we had to 

have a service in Arlington,‖ said Wandra Raynor, who was pregnant with their first daughter when 

Stewart, 28, went missing. 



 

The grave was to hold the remains of Stewart and the other three Americans who died in the crash, she said 

she was told. When Raynor pressed the caller about the remains, she said she was told they consisted of 

―two pieces of a leg bone and a jaw bone.‖ 

 

―I kept thinking, that doesn‘t make up four people,‖ Raynor said. ―It couldn‘t be but three at the most. Or 

one or two.‖ 

 

Raynor and her daughter, Dona Stewart, went to the Arlington ceremony and then moved on with their 

lives. Still, uncertainty nagged at them. 

 

They laid their doubts to rest Nov. 6 during a visit to the Defense POW/MIA Accounting Agency in 

Hawaii where they held bone fragments proven by DNA testing to belong to Donald Stewart. They were 

the first family members to view their loved one‘s remains in DPAA‘s new science lab, which features a 

viewing room suspended two stories above an open-air courtyard, at Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam. 

 

―It was wonderful to hold them,‖ Raynor said the following day. 

 

―It was very stressful on the drive there thinking about what you have to go through,‖ Stewart said. ―But 

then they bring you to the family room, they show you the remains and give you time alone, and you can 

hold the bones. At that point, it was just a relief. I felt 100 pounds lighter.‖ 

 

They had carried the weight of the unknown for many years, which, by the turn of the millennium they say, 

had morphed into a series of strange dreams and visions. 

 

For Raynor, the dreams harkened back to one she had about a month before her husband died: She was 

looking down a tunnel at bamboo bars, surrounded outside by lush tropical greens. 

 

Stewart described a kind of out-of-body experience. 

 

―I kind of floated out of my body, and I was being shot at and running and there were some grass huts. And 

there were two people who took me inside,‖ she said. 

 

Although she never met her father, Stewart — along with a half-brother and a stepbrother — grew up amid 

unanswered questions. 

 

―We were always thinking when we were growing up, 'Is he alive? Is he being tortured?‘ I‘d hear my 

grandmother speak about it at the table. We just didn‘t know,‖ she said. 

 

Eventually, the mother and daughter shared their dreams of the lost airmen and felt compelled to take a trip 

to Vietnam in 2007, spending a month learning what they could about the crash site. 

 

They hired a guide whose grandfather, serendipitously, had worked for the U.S. Air Force and knew where 

the plane went down. Stewart said they also found a man who, as a boy, was among the first to find the 

crash site. He had pulled a ring off the pilot‘s hand and later sold it. 

 

The guide told them the trip up would be too arduous for them, so they supplied the hired search group 

with a disposable camera and sent them on the three-day roundtrip hike to the site. The searchers returned 



―visibly shaken‖ with boots, teeth and other artifacts from the plane, Stewart said. ―Because nobody had 

ever gone up there except the Vietnamese.‖ 

 

―America had never been up there,‖ Raynor said. 

 

After returning to the U.S., they met with officials from the MIA accounting agency, then called the Joint 

POW/MIA Accounting Command. The meeting included Johnie Webb, the agency‘s liaison to families of 

missing servicemembers, who agreed that the accounting agency‘s recovery experts needed to visit the site 

themselves. 

 

A team visited the site, which over 50 years had been significantly scavenged, around 2012-13, Webb — 

now DPAA‘s deputy to the commander for legislative affairs and external relations — told Stars and 

Stripes. But no excavation work was done because the Defense Department had officially ―accounted for‖ 

all four crewmembers in 1979, and priority for excavation goes to sites believed to hold unaccounted 

remains, Webb said. The Stewart crash site ―would be at the bottom of the priority list,‖ he said. 

 

―At this point and time, nothing has been put forward that we should put a recovery team on that site,‖ he 

said. 

 

Unknown to Raynor and Stewart for a long time, however, was that the accounting agency‘s lab in Hawaii 

had for decades been holding a trove of commingled remains retrieved from the wreckage in 1974 by 

Vietnamese soldiers. 

 

Those remains were transferred to a lab in Thailand, where large bone fragments believed to belong to 

Americans were removed, Webb said. In February 1979, the Graves Registration Office ―approved those 

remains as the group remains of those four crewmembers, so no individual identifications, just group 

remains that represented the crew of that aircraft,‖ he said. 

 

The rest of the remains were shipped to the Hawaii lab, where they were stored until they began 

undergoing DNA testing from 1997-2011, Webb said. 

 

Stewart said she and her mother learned accidentally that the agency possessed the remains — a scholarly 

article made mention of them — and she sent a ―nasty email‖ to the agency cajoling it to conduct DNA 

testing for her father. 

 

The lab identified Stewart‘s remains in December 2014 using DNA samples from his brother. 

 

Webb said the Air Force had requested that the remains in Arlington be disinterred for DNA testing but 

―were not successful in getting approval‖ due to ―the policy of the cemetery.‖ 

 

Raynor and Stewart requested that the new remains be added to the Arlington gravesite but could not 

receive permission. 

 

Instead, Donald Stewart was laid to rest Wednesday in a cemetery near Raleigh, N.C., the area where he 

grew up. 

 

Raynor and Stewart‘s journey is the subject of a forthcoming documentary by filmmaker Steven C. Barber. 

 



Stewart said families of missing servicemembers end up struggling between finding closure or the truth. 

  

―They try to give people closure by having these group burials without even having the remains, but for us 

it was more than closure. It was about the truth,‖ Stewart said. ―Because I was living with this guilt that 

maybe he is alive and waiting for us to come back — who knows what goes through your mind? 

 

―Until I could find the plane crash, I don‘t know, I was looking for some kind of truth. Not closure, because 

I wasn‘t going to get it until the remains were found.‖ 

 

 

THE UNFORTUNATE RESULT OF WEAK STOLEN VALOR LAWS 

By Christine Vendel for PennLive.com 

 

An Army soldier attending Artsfest on Memorial Day thought something was fishy with the Marine 

uniform worn by 75-year-old Robert Ford, who was strolling along Front Street. 

 

Ford's hat bore some wrinkles, according to the soldier's assessment, and his belt buckle looked too ornate 

for his rank. 

 

The soldier enlisted the help of a Harrisburg police officer working at the event, who was a Marine, and 

together, they accused Ford of being a fraud. 

 

"He's not a real Marine!" the officer shouted to the crowd gathered for the PennLive/Patriot-News 

Artsfest of Greater Harrisburg. "Stolen valor!" 

 

"I was humiliated," said Ford, of Marysville. 

 

The only problem is Ford did serve in the Marines from 1958 to 1964. He earned the rank of lance 

corporal. 

 

"He's as legit as you can get," said Doug Sterner, a Vietnam veteran and archivist from Pueblo, Colo., who 

is nationally recognized for detecting military fraud. Sterner confirmed Ford's military service this week 

through Headquarters Marine Corps. 

 

The incident in Harrisburg, Sterner said, represents a troubling trend across the country of veterans 

becoming vigilantes. 

 

Veterans are angry, Sterner said, after a federal law about "stolen valor," was struck down in 2012 and a 

meeker version passed in its place. Under the new law, few cases are being investigated or prosecuted 

against people who falsely claim military awards or service, Sterner said. 

 

"The veteran community, frustrated and upset, is saying, 'OK. We'll do it ourselves,' " Sterner said. "But 

what it's leading to is a bunch of hot heads. ... There's a lot of bullying going on in the community now. It's 

almost like hunting game, going out looking for phonies." 

 

In many cases, veterans or others who spot inconsistences are rewarded for their efforts. In 

Pennsylvania alone, people outed Jim Moats, of Newville, for his fake Navy Seal story; Brian Khan, of 

http://www.pennlive.com/midstate/index.ssf/2011/05/no_word_tonight_on_future_of_p.html
http://www.pennlive.com/midstate/index.ssf/2012/05/harrisburg_man_who_faked_being.html


Harrisburg, for pretending to be a Marine; andMark Kauffman, a veteran whose disabled status became an 

issue in March. 

 

B.G. "Jug" Burkett, a Dallas-area Vietnam veteran who wrote a book entitled, "Stolen Valor," understands 

why people get upset at fakes who try to gain respect by claiming they served "shoulder to shoulder with 

those who gave their lives for America." 

 

Burkett has helped in numerous prosecutions of fake military war heroes. But he said what happened in 

Harrisburg was a shame. 

 

"I think that cop was out of line, approaching him like that with no evidence," Burkett said. "This is an 

older guy and maybe they didn't dress the same way 50 years ago." 

 

Sterner agreed. 

 

"I'd rather see a dozen phonies get kudos they don't deserve than besmirch the reputation of one innocent 

veteran," he said. "Even if I see something totally outlandish, I'm not going to jump. ... You don't just go up 

and confront people." 

 

Ford asked to file a complaint with the Harrisburg Police Department over the way the officer, Detective 

John O'Connor, treated him. Capt. Deric Moody promised an investigation. 

 

But as of Wednesday night, no one had contacted Ford or apologized to him. Moody told PennLive he still 

was trying to confirm Ford's military status. 

 

Anthony Flaynik, the commandant of the local detachment of the Marine Corps League, said his group was 

doing their own investigation into the police department's actions. 

 

"He gives up his time volunteering for honor guard for veteran funerals every three weeks," Flaynik said of 

Ford. "He comes out in the rain, shine, hot, cold. We need to do what we can to help him." 

The incident 

Ford has a tradition on Memorial Day. He dons his dress blue uniform, visits the cemetery, plays "Taps" on 

his bugle in a wreath-laying ceremony along the Susquehanna River, then attends Artsfest, where he looks 

for presents for his granddaughter. 

 

But this year, as he was perusing the artware, a uniformed officer approached along with a man in civilian 

clothes. 

 

The officer asked for Ford's unit and his military occupation specialty. 

 

Ford answered and noted he specialized in machine guns, rockets and flame-throwers. 

 

"I have to investigate for 'stolen valor,' " the officer said, which Ford said he found insulting. 

 

Still, Ford let it pass and recommended the officer attend the wreath-laying ceremony next year. The officer 

simply walked away. 

 

http://www.pennlive.com/midstate/index.ssf/2015/03/fundraising_dispute_over_veter.html
http://www.amazon.com/Stolen-Valor-Vietnam-Generation-History/dp/096670360X


Ford returned to shopping, but 10 minutes later was again confronted by the officer in front of The Patriot-

News booth. 

 

"Where did you go to boot camp?" the officer said. 

 

Ford said he couldn't figure out why the officer was questioning his service. Ford hadn't claimed any war 

heroics and his uniform bore no combat medals. 

 

"What am I trying to do?" Ford said. "Impersonate a lance corporal who never served in combat?" 

Things quickly escalated. 

 

"What is your problem?" Ford asked. 

 

The officer reiterated his demand. 

 

Fed up, Ford told the officer to leave him alone in terms that contained an expletive. 

 

That's when the officer started shouting, Ford said. 

 

"You don't know where you went to boot camp," the officer said, according to Ford. "You aren't a 

Marine."  

 

Ford said the soldier joined in, shouting: "Stolen Valor! This man is a fake!" 

 

Embarrassed, Ford slinked away, but the men followed. When Ford stopped and turned to face them, Ford 

said the officer waved his hand over his holstered weapon as if he were ready to draw it on Ford. 

 

"I was getting very nervous," Ford said. "I was afraid to reach for my wallet." 

 

A woman working at The Patriot-News booth, who did not want her name published, confirmed Ford's 

account that the officer followed Ford and yelled that Ford wasn't a Marine. 

 

The woman said the ordeal lasted about 10 to 15 minutes. She described the officer as being antagonistic 

and said she believed the officer was trying to get Ford to make a move. 

 

Eventually, Ford did retrieve his wallet to show the officer his U.S. Veterans Affairs card. The officer 

motioned for the soldier to examine it, Ford said. 

 

The soldier concluded that Ford's VA card was a "fake and that anybody can print those out," Ford said. 

That's when Ford asked for the officer's supervisor. Ford walked a block or so to meet Capt. Moody, with 

the officer and soldier trailing. 

 

Moody talked to Ford and inspected his identification cards by holding them up in the air and tilting them, 

drawing more attention and embarrassing Ford. 

 

The kerfuffle attracted a television news crew. 

 

"People were gawking at the scene," Ford said. "People must have been thinking this was really bad." 



 

Eventually, Moody, also a Marine, reportedly told Ford "it would be best if he just left, to avoid the camera 

and all the people that were now watching." 

 

Ford refused. He merged back in with the crowd, but noticed the officer lurking nearby, arms folded with 

his eyes fixed on Ford. Ford said he was disappointed Moody had not instructed the officer to move on. 

 

Ford had hoped Moody would set things right. Instead, Ford said he felt even worse after the encounter. 

 

"I felt their attitude was like, ‗So what?‘ ‖ Ford said. "I've spent almost my whole life working on veterans' 

issues." 

 

Ford said he has launched programs to help veterans, is active in his local Marine Corp League and 

occasionally contributes letters about veterans' issues to the Opinion section of The Patriot-News. 

 

Moody said the officer didn't curse nor put his hands on Ford so the incident didn't rise to the level of an 

internal affairs investigation. Instead, Moody said he was conducting an informal review of the incident. 

 

"There were inconsistencies in his uniform," Moody said of Ford. "If an apology is due, then an apology is 

due." 

 

Get Evidence First 

 

Experts who advocate for veterans and root out military fraud say public humiliation is not the way to go 

when one suspects something askew about a military uniform. 

 

Older soldiers can forget the proper order of ribbons, but "that doesn't mean they're a phony," said Sterner, 

who runs a website called Home for Heroes. "Even real heroes make mistakes." 

 

Sterner has accumulated a database of top military war medals as one method to guard against fraudulent 

claims. 

 

Even with Sterner's background, he said he has only confronted one person in 15 years over "stolen valor" 

and that's because he knew the names of all the medal recipients for a particular award being claimed. 

 

Sterner recommended that people concerned with military fraud should simply take down a person's 

information and "get their ducks in a row." 

 

"I'm not going to confront or accost someone," Sterner said. "I'm going to get my evidence first." 

 

Burkett, who lectures FBI agents and government-fraud investigators, advises onhis website how people 

can check their suspicions by requesting the actual military records. 

 

"I'm just surprised at this cop," Burkett said. "Most of the time, a real vet would not do that. ... People 

should ask questions first, then go check things out later." 

 

Another Incident 

 

http://www.homeofheroes.com/
http://www.stolenvalor.com/


This is not the only incident of a veteran being accused of being a phony. Jack Hughes, a Vietnam Veteran 

and recipient of two Purple Hearts, was returning from a Veterans Day event in November and was 

attacked at Charlotte-Douglas International Airport by two active duty Marines.  

 

Hughes, 66, said when he came home from battle in the 1960s, people threw rotten eggs at his uniform. 

Vietnam was an unpopular war and he expected that back then. But he said he never expected to be 

assaulted by other Marines when he arrived Saturday. He showed a local news channel a photo of himself 

in the hospital being presented one of his Purple Hearts, and also the telegram his parents received 

notifying them that he had been wounded. 

 

He cried thinking about the feeling he had when he said Marines at the airport accused him of pretending to 

be a veteran. 

 

"I just can't believe that one veteran or group of veterans would do that to somebody else,‖ Hughes said. 

 

He said as he got off the plane from a Veterans Day event in St. Louis, another man, claiming to be a 

Marine himself, walked towards him yelling. 

 

"Your ribbons are crooked. You‘re a fake. You are a phony," Hughes said the man shouted. 

 

Hughes said he tried to explain that he earned two Purple Hearts in battle in Vietnam. He said another man 

at the airport Saturday tried to rip off his ribbons. Hughes said the man said to him, "I'm an active duty 

Marine.' And he just ripped the buttons right off." 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________   

 

 

► VA NEWS   
 

VETERANS NOT APPLYING FOR DISCHARGE STATUS UPGRADES 

By Peggy McCarthy, Institute for Nonprofit News 

 

Very few veterans take advantage of a Pentagon policy designed to make it easier for veterans with Post 

Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD) to upgrade their discharge status and become eligible to apply for 

veterans‘ benefits, according to a Yale Law Clinic report. 

 

At a news conference Monday, U.S. Sen. Richard Blumenthal, D-Conn., veterans, and Yale law students, 

blamed the Department of Defense for not adequately publicizing the policy to veterans with less than 

honorable discharges. Since new guidelines were announced last year, just 201 of tens of thousands of 

eligible veterans applied for a PTSD-related service upgrade, according to the report. Blumenthal called the 

statistic ―a staggering, outrageous fact.‖ 

 

―Veterans on the streets of New Haven or Connecticut or the rest of the country have no idea about this,‖ 

Blumenthal said. ―It takes a vigorous and rigorous effort, which the DOD committed to and they have 

failed,‖ he added. 

 



Sundiata Sidibe, a student in the law school‘s Veterans Legal Services Clinic, called the number of 

applicants ―miniscule.‖ In previous years, an average of 39 veterans applied annually for status upgrades in 

connection with PTSD, the report states. 

 

Blumenthal, a member of the Senate Armed Services Committee, had asked the Pentagon to give the 

committee a progress report by August 2015 on its efforts to inform veterans about the policy. A report was 

never submitted, he said. 

 

A Defense Department spokesman said the agency has made ―extensive efforts‖ to inform veterans in a 

variety of ways including press releases, announcements at news briefings, direct outreach to homeless 

veterans via the Department of Veterans Affairs, updates on the department website, and contact with 

veterans‘ organizations and bar associations. 

 

―There‘s a lot of unfinished business here,‖ said Garry Monk, a founder of the National Veterans Council 

for Legal Redress. 

 

Blumenthal said that former Defense Secretary Chuck Hagel gave a ―firm commitment‖ that applicants 

with PTSD who sought service discharge upgrades ―would be reviewed with liberal consideration. That 

means nothing if there are no applications.‖ 

 

Since September 2014, when Hagel announced the new policy, the Army granted 12 times more requests 

for discharge upgrades than it had in the previous two decades, according to the Yale report. The Army 

processed 164 status upgrade applications based on PTSD claims and approved 74 of them, the report 

states. 

 

The Air Force and the Navy, which handles Marines applications, didn‘t provide their numbers in violation 

of a Federal court order in a Freedom of Information lawsuit brought by the Yale clinic on behalf of 

veterans‘ groups. 

 

Vietnam veterans, particularly, have complained about receiving less than honorable discharges for 

behaviors they later identified as being caused by PTSD. It was recognized as a medical condition in 1980, 

five years after the end of the Vietnam War. 

 

The Army denied 54 applications based on a lack of a credible PTSD diagnosis, a situation Blumenthal 

called ―a classic Catch-22.‖ He said since many of these veterans aren‘t eligible for medical benefits from 

the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs, they may not be able to afford to get the required medical 

examination and diagnosis. 

 

The report recommends that the service branches‘ review boards, which handle the applications, refer 

veterans without a formal PTSD diagnosis for medical evaluation so that those without access to health 

care can apply. ―These veterans face a major barrier to upgrading their discharges and receiving the 

benefits required for employment, education, housing and health care,‖ the report states. 

 

At 67 percent, Vietnam veterans comprised most of the PTSD-related upgrade applications to the Army 

and 57 percent of those were approved, the report found. This compared to 45 percent approval for other 

veterans. Some 23 percent of applications from veterans of the Iraq and Afghanistan wars were approved. 

 



The report differed with the Army‘s findings that soldiers serving in Iraq and Afghanistan would have been 

diagnosed by the military if they had PTSD. ―This reasoning is potentially problematic as the full extent of 

PTSD‘s effects on behavior has only recently become better understood, delayed-onset PTSD may not 

manifest during service, and while improved, the Army‘s procedures for identifying soldiers with PTSD 

remain imperfect,‖ it concludes. 

 

The report also called for mental health professionals to serve on the application review boards to help 

assess veterans‘ claims of PTSD, traumatic brain injury (TBI) and other service-related mental health 

conditions. ―Without significant reform within these boards, veterans with TBIs and psychological 

disorders will be unsuccessful in acquiring discharge upgrades and the attending benefits they deserve,‖ the 

report said. 

 

 

DOJ DECLINES TO PROSECUTE MANY VA CASES 

 

Justice Department officials have declined to pursue dozens of criminal investigations into employees at 

the Department of Veterans Affairs who allegedly participated in a national effort to cover up long delays 

in care by creating fake patient waiting lists. 

 

As of Dec. 3, the Justice Department has refused to pursue any charges in 46 of 55 cases referred by the 

VA's own inspector general. Nine cases are still pending, according to a letter from Rep. Jeff Miller, 

chairman of the House Veterans Affairs Committee, to Attorney General Loretta Lynch that was obtained 

by the Washington Examiner. 

 

Despite the widespread attention VA officials have received for manipulating patient wait times, the Justice 

Department has acknowledged opening just one criminal investigation into a practice that took place at 110 

VA facilities across the country. 

 

FBI Director James Comey told Congress last year that the law enforcement agency's Phoenix office 

had opened a criminal probe of allegations made against officials at the Phoenix VA hospital. 

 

However, during a House Judiciary Committee hearing last month, Lynch could not answer questions from 

Rep. Mimi Walters, R-Calif., about the status of that investigation or whether any others had been opened. 

Lynch vowed during that hearing to have her staff provide Walters with information about the 

investigation. 

 

A month later, Justice Department staff did respond to Walters' questions. The officials requested Walters 

accept an "informal phone call" rather than a formal response, then refused to answer any questions about 

the scope of the agency's work with the VA. 

 

"I am at a loss as to why [the Justice Department] required a month to determine that it was unable to 

provide any answers to these questions," Walters wrote in a Dec. 17 letter to Lynch. 

 

"It is my concern that [the Justice Department] intentionally induced my office to participate in an informal 

discussion for the sole purpose of obstructing legitimate congressional oversight beyond the public's 

purview," she added. 

 

Source: Washington Examiner, Jan. 11, 2016 



 

_________________________________________________________________________________________   

 

 

► OTHER NEWS   
 

ARIZONA VETERANS GET FREE HOTEL STAYS 

 

Contact Hilton Hotels to see if this kind of partnership is available in your state. 

 

Troops are accustomed to sleeping on cots, in fox holes, bunkers, and barracks. While these sleeping 

arrangements may not be the most luxurious, comfortable or safe, military men and women realize it‘s just 

part of the job. Thanks to a partnership with Hilton Hotels, the Arizona Department of Economic Security 

(DES) offers free hotel stays for employment-related travel to veterans, spouses and transitioning service 

members. 

  

―Our partnership with Hilton Hotels helps military veterans and their spouses make a successful transition 

into the workforce by providing assistance in moving their career path forward,‖ said DES Veterans‘ 

Employment Representative Ray Tilkens. ―This is just one of the many programs DES offers specifically to 

military veterans and their families to help them in a job search in order to reach career goals.‖ 

 

While hundreds of veterans across the country have successfully utilized the program, there are no limits 

on the number of eligible people who can enroll. Hotel stays are for employment-related travel more than 

fifty miles from an individual‘s current residence. 

 

Interested individuals must meet certain eligibility requirements of the Hilton HHonors Military Rewards 

Program, including: 

 Meeting the definition of a veteran and is a resident of or resides in Arizona 

 Registering on the DES free job-search website: www.AZJobConnection.gov 

 Enrolling online for a free Honors account 

 

Those who meet the eligibility requirements and are interested in the Program should contact a DES 

Veterans‘ Employment Representative to start the fast turnaround process. Upon approval, applicants will 

receive 100,000 Honors Points per year, which can be redeemed for free hotel stays. The points never 

expire. Overnight accommodations can be used to facilitate job interviews, skills training or certification, 

and other job-seeking activities like conducting a housing search. The job seeker will receive an email 

confirmation from Hilton within two business days in order to book their reservation. 

  

For additional information about the Hilton Honors Military Rewards Program and eligibility requirements, 

please contact Ray Tilkens at (520) 209-1038or rtilkens@azdes.gov 

 

 

STUDENTS INVENT APP THAT PREVENTS NIGHT TERRORS 

 

When 21-year-old Tyler Skluzacek isn‘t busy working on his triple major of economics, computer science 

and applied math, he‘s busy fielding calls from sleep experts, Veterans Affairs folks, and media outlets 

wanting to know more about the app he‘s perfecting. 

 

http://www.azjobconnection.gov/
tel:%28520%29%20209-1038
mailto:rtilkens@azdes.gov


Tyler and four other college students recently teamed up at a programming competition to create a mobile 

app to help PTSD symptoms in veterans. Their inspiration for the idea was Tyler‘s father. 

 

Army Sgt. First Class Patrick Skluzacek spent a year in Iraq when his son was in middle school. He came 

back with PTSD and night terrors. 

 

―Being on the phone with my dad at the competition and talking to other veterans who were actually there, 

we realized we could create something that would help them right now,‖ Tyler said. ―So we came up with 

MyBivy.‖ 

 

The name itself – MyBivy – is a reference to a bivouac, a type of temporary military camp where soldiers 

sleep. Tyler said his team worked on MyBivy for about 36 hours straight before presenting it to 

competition judges. They won the ―Best App for Clinicians‖ award, along with $1,500 in startup money. 

 

So how does MyBivy work? Well, first let‘s clear up what night terrors actually are.  

 

Night terrors are a type of sleep disorder in which stress, tension and conflict can cause sufferers to be 

upset and restless a few hours after going to bed. Sometimes they scream, cry and talk wildly, even though 

their eyes might be wide open. They have trouble waking from the terror and often can‘t be comforted. 

Most sufferers don‘t remember these incidents. 

 

―When you have a night terror, there are things happening in your body before it even happens that will 

trigger it,‖ Tyler said, giving the example of an elevated heart rate. ―What we intended to do is build an app 

that can learn from each person, because the same person will have the same triggers over time.‖ 

 

Using smartphone technology, the app monitors a veteran‘s heartbeat and movements as he or she sleeps, 

to track the symptoms that precede night terrors. At the onset of these behaviors, the app will vibrate or 

make a sound to disrupt the deep sleep but allow the veteran to keep resting. 

 

The app works on Tyler‘s dad. The team is now busy customizing it for the individual needs of others; 

that‘s what makes it different from other sleep apps. 

 

MyBivy is meant to be used in tandem with a smartwatch and smartphone. Each person‘s varying sleep 

habits and triggers are tracked by the smartwatch. 

 

―You‘ll wear [the smartwatch] for a couple of weeks. It‘ll learn, basically, how you react to a night terror 

and what causes you to have one,‖ Tyler said. ―What it really attempts to do is break you out of it right 

before it happens, and it shouldn‘t wake you up.‖ 

 

The smartphone will compute the data while the patient is sleeping. They can look at it the next day to see 

if a night terror was stopped, or if they‘re just sleeping better than normal. 

 

He was quick to say the app is not a cure, though. 

 

―It‘s more of a Band-Aid. PTSD is deep within one‘s mental state,‖ he said. ―But if they could at least get 

sleeping better at night, they could make more use of their doctors‘ appointments. They wouldn‘t have to 

waste time going to sleep appointments. They could just go to their counseling appointments in order to 

treat their PTSD and do it cheaply and more time-efficiently.‖ 



 

The free app is currently in the development stage, but Tyler said his team is hoping to test it on people‘s 

wrists by January. If all goes well, they‘ll officially roll it out in March. 

 

 

NEW VIETNAM MEDAL OF HONOR STAMPS 

 

The US Postal Service had a ceremony on Veterans Day at the Orange 

County (Calif.) fairgrounds to commemorate the release on the west 

coast of the Vietnam War 50th Anniversary Medal of Honor stamps. 

 

The Vietnam War Prestige Folio stamp depicts 48 

of the more than 50 living Vietnam War era 

awardees (two chose not to have their name and/or 

photograph included). The back of the folio lists 

all 258 recipients. The new "forever" stamps are 

modeled after the World War II and Korean War 

Medal of Honor prestige folio stamp sheets issued 

in 2013 and 2014, respectively. 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________   

 

 

► PENDING LEGISLATION 
 

To follow these bills, go to 

http://beta.congress.gov/search?q=%7B%22source%22%3A%22legislation%22%7D# 

 

HOUSE BILLS: 

 

House-Passed Bills: 

 

H.R. 280 

To authorize the Secretary of Veterans Affairs to recoup bonuses and awards paid to employees of the 

Department of Veterans Affairs. 

Introduced by Rep. Jeff Miller 

H.R. 280 authorizes the Secretary of Veterans Affairs (VA) to issue an order directing a VA employee to 

repay the amount, or a portion of the amount, of an award or bonus paid to the employee if: (1) the 

Secretary determines that such repayment is appropriate, and (2) the employee is afforded notice and an 

opportunity for a hearing. Makes the Secretary's repayment decisions final and unreviewable by any other 

agency or any court. 

Status: Pending in Senate (House Passed 3/2/2015) 

 

H.R. 294 

Long-Term Care Veterans Choice Act 

Introduced by Rep. Jeff Miller 

http://beta.congress.gov/search?q=%7B%22source%22%3A%22legislation%22%7D


H.R. 294 authorizes the Secretary of Veterans Affairs (VA), during the three-year period beginning on 

October 1, 2015, to transfer a veteran for whom the Secretary is required to provide nursing home care to a 

medical foster home that meets VA standards pursuant to a contract or agreement with the VA, at such 

veteran's request. Requires such veteran to agree, as a transfer condition, to accept VA home health 

services. 

Status: Pending in Senate (House Passed 3/2/2015) 

  

Committee Sponsored Legislation 

 

H.R. 473 

To amend title 38, United States Code, to improve the accountability of employees of the Department of 

Veterans Affairs, and for other purposes. 

Summary:  H.R.473 — 114th Congress (2015-2016) 

Introduced in House (01/22/2015) 

Increasing the Department of Veterans Affairs Accountability to Veterans Act of 2015. 

Requires the reduction of the federal annuities of individuals removed from the Department of Veterans 

Affairs (VA) Senior Executive Service (SES) if they are convicted of a felony that influenced their 

performance while employed in such position. 

Authorizes the VA Secretary to order the reduction of the federal annuities of individuals who were 

convicted of such a felony and were subject to removal or transfer from the VA SES, but who left the VA 

before final action was taken. 

Reduces such annuities by excluding the covered service performed after the activity that subjects such an 

individual to transfer or removal occurs. 

Requires the performance appraisal system for VA SES employees to provide for five specified annual 

summary ratings of levels of performance. Provides that in any given year no more than: (1) 10% of such 

employees may receive the outstanding level of performance, and (2) 20% of such employees may receive 

the exceeds-fully-successful level of performance. 

Requires the Secretary to take any complaint or report from an appropriate person or entity related to any 

facility or program managed by an SES employee into account in evaluating that employee's performance. 

Directs the Secretary, at least once every five years, to reassign each SES employee to a position at a 

different location that does not include the supervision of the same personnel or programs. Allows the 

Secretary to waive such requirement if the Secretary submits to Congress notice of, and the reasons for, 

such waiver. 

Directs the Secretary to contract with a nongovernmental entity for a review of the management training 

program for VA SES employees. 

Prohibits the Secretary from placing a VA SES employee on administrative leave, or any other type of paid 

non-duty status, for more than a total of 14 days during any 365-day period. Allows the Secretary to waive 

such prohibition with respect to such an employee if the Secretary provides Congress with a detailed 

explanation of the reasons the employee was placed on such leave or status and the reasons for extending 

that placement. 

 

H.R. 1316 

Veterans' Heritage Firearms Act of 2015 

Introduced in House (03/04/2015) 

Veterans' Heritage Firearms Act of 2015 

Provides a 90-day amnesty period during which veterans and their family members can register in the 

National Firearms Registration and Transfer Record any firearm acquired before October 31, 1968, by a 

veteran while a member of the Armed Forces stationed outside the continental United States. Grants such 



an individual limited immunity under the federal criminal code and the Internal Revenue Code with respect 

to the acquisition, possession, transportation, or alteration of such firearm before or concurrent with such 

registration. Extends such immunity to a veteran who attempts to register a qualifying firearm outside of 

the amnesty period if the veteran surrenders the firearm within 30 days after being notified of potential 

criminal liability for continued possession. 

Requires the Attorney General to provide clear notice of, and the Secretary of Veterans Affairs to carry out 

an outreach program and develop a communications strategy to provide veterans information regarding, the 

amnesty and registration period. 

Requires the Attorney General to: (1) transfer each firearm qualifying as a curio or relic that has been 

forfeited to the United States to the first qualified museum that requests it, and (2) publish information 

identifying each such firearm that is available to be transferred to a museum. Prohibits the Attorney 

General from destroying any such firearm that has been forfeited until five years after the forfeiture. 

Requires that any firearm transferred to a qualified museum be registered to the transferee. 

Makes a prohibition against transfer or possession of a machine-gun inapplicable to a transfer to or by, or 

possession by, a museum that is open to the public and incorporated as a not-for-profit corporation under 

applicable state law. 

 

H.R. 1380 

To amend title 38, United States Code, to expand the eligibility for a medallion furnished by the Secretary 

of Veterans Affairs to signify the veteran status of a deceased individual. 

Introduced in House (03/16/2015) 

Authorizes the Secretary of Veterans Affairs to furnish a medallion or other device to signify the veteran 

status of a deceased individual, to be attached to a headstone or marker furnished at private expense, 

regardless of the date of death of such individual. 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________   

 

 

► BRINGING THEM HOME   
 

RECOVERED FROM VIETNAM: 

 

On Dec. 10, 2015, DPAA announced that the remains of a U.S. serviceman, missing from the Vietnam 

War, were identified and returned to his family for burial with full military honors. Army Sgt. 1st Class 

Billy D. Hill, 21, of Wichita, Kan., was buried Dec. 17 in Killeen, Texas. Hill was assigned to the 282nd 

Aviation Company, 14th Aviation Battalion, 17th Aviation Group, 1st Aviation Brigade, as a gunner on a 

UH-1D helicopter. On Jan. 21, 1968, the helicopter he was in with five other soldiers was struck by enemy 

fire and crashed near Khe Sahn, Vietnam. One of the two crew members who survived the crash stated he 

believed Hill was struck by enemy fire just prior to the crash. Hill was declared missing in action following 

the crash. On Apil 8, 1968, soldiers searched the crash site area and recovered the remains of two of the 

soldiers of the helicopter. The remains of Hill and one other soldier remained unrecovered. On Dec. 12, 

1975, a military review board amended Hill‘s status to deceased. Between 1993 and 2014, seven 

investigations were conducted regarding the whereabouts of Hill, but no remains were attributed to him. 

 

In 2014, members of DPAA‘s predecessor organization, the Joint Personnel Accounting Command, 

reanalyzed unknown remains returned from Vietnam during a unilateral turnover in 1989, which were 

reportedly recovered in the vicinity of Khe Sahn. 

 



To identify Hill‘s remains, scientists from DPAA and the Armed Forces DNA Identification Laboratory 

used circumstantial evidence and two types of DNA analysis, including mitochondrial DNA analysis, 

which matched two cousins, and Y-chromosome Short Tandem Repeat DNA and autosomal DNA analysis, 

which matched his father. 

 

 

On Nov. 13, 2015 DPAA announced that the remains of Pfc. Kenneth L. Cunningham, US Army, were 

accounted for. Cunningham was in the 225th Aviation Company, 223rd Aviation Battalion, 17th Aviation 

Group, 1st Aviation Brigade. He was lost on Oct. 3, 1969 in Vietnam. 

 

 

RECOVERED FROM KOREA: 

 

On Jan. 8, 2016, the Department of Defense POW/MIA Accounting Agency (DPAA) announced that the 

remains of a U.S. serviceman missing from the Korean War were identified and returned to his family for 

burial with full military honors. 

 

U.S. Army Pfc. David S. Burke, 18, of Akron, Ohio, was buried Jan.15 in Rittman, Ohio. On Nov. 25, 

1950, Burke was assigned to Company C, 1st Battalion, 24th Infantry Regiment, 25th Infantry Division, 

when his unit was attacked by the Chinese People‘s Volunteer Forces (CPVF), near the border between 

China and North Korea. Under pressure, outnumbered and surrounded by CPVF roadblocks, they were 

unable to escape. After suffering heavy casualties, the unit was forced to surrender to the CPVF, and four 

officers and 136 enlisted soldiers were taken prisoner, including Burke. Following the attack, the U.S Army 

declared Burke missing in action. 

 

In September 1953, as part of a prisoner of war exchange known as ―Operation Big Switch,‖ returning 

American soldiers who had been held as prisoners of war reported that Burke had died between March and 

May 1951 from malnutrition. A military review board later amended his status to deceased. 

 

Between 1990 and 1994, North Korea returned to the United States 208 boxes of commingled human 

remains, which when combined with remains recovered during joint recovery operations in North Korea, 

account for the remains of at least 600 U.S. servicemen who fought during the war. North Korean 

documents included in the repatriation indicated that some of the remains were recovered from the area 

where Burke and other members of his unit were held at POW Camp 5. 

 

To identify Burke‘s remains, scientists from DPAA and the Armed Forces DNA Identification Laboratory 

used circumstantial evidence, three types of DNA analysis, including mitochondrial DNA analysis, Y-

chromosome Short Tandem Repeat DNA analysis, as well as autosomal DNA analysis, which matched his 

brothers, and dental analysis, which matched Burke‘s records. 

 

On Dec. 8, 2015 the remains of Pvt. James M Smith, US Army, were identified. He was with Company K, 

39th Infantry Regiment, 2nd Infantry Division. He was lost on Feb. 12, 1951 in North Korea. 

 

On Dec. 4, 2015, DPAA announced that the remains of a U.S. serviceman missing from the Korean War 

were identified on Nov. 16 and returned to his family for burial with full military honors. Army Sgt. 

Robert C. Dakin, 22, of Waltham, Mass., was buried Dec. 12 in his hometown. On Dec. 12, 1950, Dakin 

was assigned to Company L, 3rd Battalion, 31st Infantry Regiment, 7th Infantry Division, and was declared 

missing in action when his unit was attacked by enemy forces near the Chosin Reservoir during a heated 



battle. A military board later amended his status to deceased when no information was available pertaining 

to his loss. 

 

Between 1990 and 1994, North Korea returned to the United States 208 boxes of commingled human 

remains, which we now believe contain the remains of at least 600 U.S. servicemen who fought during the 

war. North Korean documents included in the repatriation indicated that some of the remains were 

recovered from the area where Dakin was believed to have died. 

 

In June 1999 and July 2001, remains were recovered in Kujang County, North Korea, and in October 2000, 

additional remains and personal effects were recovered along the Kuryong River, North Korea. To identify 

Dakin‘s remains, scientists from DPAA and the Armed Forces DNA Identification Laboratory used 

circumstantial evidence and two forms of DNA analysis, including mitochondrial DNA, which matched 

maternal references, and autosomal DNA, which matched two sisters. 

 

Today, more than 7,800 Americans remain unaccounted for from the Korean War. Using modern 

technology, identifications continue to be made from remains that were previously turned over by North 

Korean officials or recovered by American recovery teams. 

 

On Nov. 19, 2015 the remains of Sgt. Billy J. Williams, US Army, were accounted for. Williams was in 

the 2nd Reconnaissance Company, 2nd Infantry Division. He was lost on Feb. 14, 1951 in North Korea. 

 

On Nov. 6, 2015 DPAA announced that the remains of a U.S. serviceman missing from the Korean War 

were identified and returned to his family for burial with full military honors. Army Sgt. 1st Class Dean D. 

Chaney, 21, of Bloomville, Ohio, was buried Nov. 13 in his hometown. In late November, 1950, Chaney 

was assigned to Company K, 3rd Battalion, 35th Infantry Regiment, 25th Infantry Division, which 

established defensive positions near Yongsan-dong, North Pyongan Province, Democratic People‘s 

Republic of Korea (D.P.R.K.), about ten miles north of the Ch‘ongch‘on River. About 100 soldiers from 

the Chinese People‘s Volunteer Forces set up a roadblock behind the unit and cut off their withdrawal 

routes. These enemy forces quickly attacked the regiment. It was during this fight that Chaney went 

missing in action. 

 

In 1953, during the prisoner of war exchanges historically known as ―Operation Little Switch‖ and 

―Operation Big Switch,‖ repatriated U.S. soldiers who had been held as prisoners of war reported that 

Chaney had died from malnutrition at POW Camp 5 in April 1951. A military review board later amended 

Chaney‘s status to deceased. 

 

Between 1990 and 1994, North Korea returned to the United States 208 boxes of commingled human 

remains, which we now believe contain the remains of at least 600 U.S. servicemen who fought during the 

war. North Korean documents included in the repatriation indicated that some of the remains were 

recovered from the area where Chaney was believed to have died. 

 

To Identify Chaney‘s remains, scientists from DPAA and the Armed Forces DNA Identification Laboratory 

used circumstantial evidence and forensic identification tools, including mitochondrial, autosomal 

chromosome, and Y-chromosome Short Tandem Repeat DNA analyses, which matched two of his 

brothers. 

 

 

RECOVERED FROM WWII: 



 

Dec. 9, 2015: The remains of 1st Lt. Leonard R. Farron, US Army Air Forces, were identified. Farron was 

with the 67th Fighter Squadron, 347th Fighter Group, 13th Air Force. He was lost on Oct. 15, 1942 in 

Guadalcanal.  

 

On Nov. 9, 2015 DPAA announced that the remains of a U.S. serviceman, unaccounted for since World 

War II, were identified on Sept 24 and returned to his family for burial with full military honors. Marine 

Cpl. Roger K. Nielson, 22, of Denver, was buried Nov. 16 in his hometown. In November 1943, Nielson 

was assigned to Company E, 2nd Battalion, 8th Marines Regiment, 2nd Marine Division, which landed 

against stiff Japanese resistance on the small island of Betio in the Tarawa Atoll, in an attempt to secure the 

island. Over several days of intense fighting, approximately 1,000 Marines were killed and more than 2,000 

were wounded. Nielson was reported killed on the first day of the battle, Nov. 20, 1943. 

 

In the immediate aftermath of the fighting on Tarawa, U.S. service members who died in the battle were 

buried in a number of battlefield cemeteries on the island. In 1946 and 1947, the 604th Quartermaster 

Graves Registration Company conducted remains recovery operations on Betio Island, but Nielson‘s 

remains were not recovered. On Feb. 10, 1949, a military review board declared Nielson non-recoverable. 

 

In June 2015, History Flight, Inc., a non-governmental organization, notified DPAA that they discovered a 

burial site on Betio Island and recovered the remains of what they believed were U.S. Marines who fought 

during the battle in November 1943. The remains were turned over to DPAA in July 2015. 

 

To identify Nielson‘s remains, scientists from DPAA used laboratory analysis, to include dental 

comparisons, which matched Nielson‘s records, as well as circumstantial and material evidence. 

 

On Oct. 30, 2015, DPAA announced that the remains of Cpl David J. Wishon, Jr., US Army, were 

accounted for. Wishon was in Medical Company, 31st Infantry Regiment, 7th Infantry. He was lost on Dec. 

1, 1950 in North Korea. 

 

Today, more than 7,800 Americans remain unaccounted for from the Korean War. Using modern 

technology, identifications continue to be made from remains that were previously returned by North 

Korean officials or recovered from North Korea by American recovery teams. 

 

Of the 16 million Americans who served in World War II, more than 400,000 died. The number of 

Americans who remain missing from conflicts in this century are: World War II (73,515), Korean War 

(7,800), Cold War (126), Vietnam War (1,624), 1991 Gulf War (5), and Libya (1). 

 

 

NEW DPAA DIRECTOR ANNOUNCED 

 

Retired Lt. Gen. Mike Linnington has been selected to be the Director, Defense POW/MIA Accounting 

Agency. General Linnington previously served as military deputy to the Under Secretary of Defense for 

Personnel and Readiness. He was also an advisor involved in all aspects of standing up the new agency. He 

is passionate about this mission, understands its vital importance, and is excited to start in this new role. 

 

 

STATEMENT FROM LEAGUE OF POW/MIA FAMILIES 

 



The National League of POW/MIA Families issued the following statement on January 4, 2016: 

 

AMERICANS ACCOUNTED FOR:  In mid-October and again more recently, DPAA posted changes to 

the list of Vietnam War missing and unaccounted-for US personnel, now numbering 1,624. For various 

reasons, including wishes of the family, DoD announcements are often delayed far beyond the ID dates and 

sometimes not even made. The number of Americans now listed by DoD as returned and identified since 

the end of the Vietnam War in 1975 is 961. Another 63 US personnel, recovered by the US and identified 

before the end of the war, bring the total of US personnel accounted for from the Vietnam War to 1,024. Of 

the 1,624 still missing and unaccounted-for, 90% were lost in Vietnam or in areas of Cambodia and Laos 

under Vietnam‘s wartime control: Vietnam-1,266 (VN-467, VS-799); Laos-302; Cambodia-49; PRC 

territorial waters-7. These country-specific numbers can and do fluctuate when investigations result in 

changes to locations of loss. Since formation in 1970, the League has sought the return of all POWs, the 

fullest possible accounting for those still missing, and repatriation of all recoverable remains. 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________   

 

 

► SICK CALL   
 

We wish our following RFTW family member a good recovery. Our prayers are with you. 

 

Wes Alvarez was rear-ended as he was leaving out of Calif. from the Diaper Run on Nov. 4. His bike was 

totaled, but I haven‘t found any news since then. Your RFTW family hopes you had a good recovery. 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________   

 

 

► TAPS 
 

 

Tom Ladoux of Albuquerque, NM was riding with a small group of other RFTW participants to Ontario 

last May. He went off the road, suffering major head trauma. He was airlifted to Las Vegas, where one of 

his legs was amputated, and he passed away November 15. Tom served 

four years in the Navy (Japan 19680, 

7 in the Marines, 14 more back in the 

Navy. Friends and the Indian 

Motorcycle dealership of 

Albuquerque started a GoFundMe 

account to raise money to take 

Ladoux home to Albuquerque. But he 

died before he could be returned 

home.  Rest in peace, Tom—you will 

be greatly missed. 

 

 

 

 



Gene Melick of Longmont, CO, US Navy veteran, was involved in a serious motorcycle accident on 

September 19, 2015. He was in ICU at Longmont United Hospital 

with multiple broken bones and a severe head injury. He was taken 

off life support October 3, but he showed no significant brain 

activity. On October 4 he 

passed away. Our very 

deepest condolences go to 

his family.  

 

Gene‘s wife Jane and his 

daughter, Mary Melick, are 

planning to ride with RFTW Central Route all the way in 2016 in 

honor of their husband/father. 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________   

 

 

► CLOSING THOUGHTS   
 

In this 2012 video, Allen ―AJ‖ James talks about RFTW, with James Gregory giving the history of the 

first Run. 

  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vC1soygNj6c&feature=youtu.be 

 

―The America We‘ve Seen‖ - 2008 tribute from RFTW to our supporters, POWs/MIAs, and those 

currently serving.  

  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=usuNK9gCn6U 

 

 

You Are Not Forgotten    

   

   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vC1soygNj6c&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=usuNK9gCn6U

